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“Antichrist will exceed in malice, perversity, lust, wickedness,
' impiety, and heartless cruelty and barbarity; all men that have
ever disgraced human nature. Hence St. Paul empnatically
calls him ‘the man of sin. the scn of perdition, the wicked
one, whose birth and coming is through the operatior. of
Satan, in all manner of seduction of iniquity” (2 Thess. 2)
He shall through his great power, deceit. and malice succeed
in decoying or forcing to his worship two-thirds of mankind:
the remaining third part of men will most steadfastly continue
true to the faith and worship of Jesus Chidst. But in his
satanic rage and fury, Antichrist will persecute these brave
and devoui Christians during three years and a half, znd
torture them with such an extremity of barbarity, wit!i all the
old and his newly invented ii:struments of pain, as tc ex¢eed
all past persecutors of the Church combined He wil! obiige
all his followers to bear xmpressed upen their foreheads or
right hands the mark of the beast. and will starve to death all
those who refuse to receivz it.” (Apoc. 13; 16)—Saint Cyril of
Jerusalem (Page 1142).
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PUBLISHER’S PREFACE

Originally issued in 1951, the The Reign of Antichrist forms a
companion volume to The Prophets and Our Times (1941) and
is very much like the latter in scope and content. Two important
differences in the books, however, should be noted: The Reign
of Antichrist comprises Biblical prophecies as well as saintly
prophecies; whereas, The Prophets and Our Times covers
saintly prophecies almost entirely. Secondly, The Reign of
Antichrist deals with a slightly different period of time, that,
obviously of the individual Antichrist; The Prophets and Our
Times deals with the period just before the reign of Antichrist,
a period dominated by the Great Monarch. A careful reading of
these two books will indicate that the time of the Great Mon-
arch more or less prefigures that of Antichrist, although the two
personages have generally reversed roles; that is, the times of
both men are calamitous for the Catholic Church and for so-
ciety. The Great Monarch’s ascension to power ends the turmoil
and initiates an unprecedented peace; on the other hand, Anti-
christ’s coming to power ends the great peace and prosperity of
the Great Monarch and heralds the most dreadful situation for
both Church and society, which situation ends in the second
coming of Our Lord.

The present work is by no means perfect, and all readers
should recognize this before they start. Our purpose in reprint-
ing it is twofold: It is a wonderful source book, one from which
students of the subject can make an excellent beginning and
from which, perhaps some really good student of eschatology,
using other existing sources also, can give us a truly authorita-
tive work on the subject. Secondly, there is practically nothing
in print in this area that is even remotely reliable. History of
Antichrist, by Rev. P. Huchede (1884) is a notable exception,
being not only authoritative, but brief and highly readable. Our
suggestion is that this book be read before The Reign of Anti-
christ, if possible, or at least shortly thereafter; it is an excellent
outline of Catholic teaching relative to Antichrist. A first read-
ing of Father Huchede’s book should be followed by one where
the reader looks up all the Biblical passages cited there. In this
manner, the subject becomes extremely clear. Father Huchede



bases his thesis upon Scripture, Tradition, and the Fathers and
Doctors of the Church. Father Culleton, however, actually
quotes the passages from scripture and the Fathers and Doctors
of the Church, plus gives numerous sources of written tradition;
added to these, moreover, he quotes many saints and holy peo-
ple who possessed the gift of prophecy themselves. Having
all these prophetic passages under one cover singularizes The
Reign of Antichrist as a unique and valuable book in its field.

A word of warning needs to be interjected here. Saintly
prophecies are not “of faith” (de fide pronouncements) and
most of the Biblical prophecies regarding Antichrist have not
been given official interpretation; consequently, we must ob-
serve precaution in interpreting them and in basing our actions
upon them, especially until the Church has made judgment in
their regard. Nonetheless, these prophecies, both Biblical and
saintly, were given and intended for our enlightenment and
should not be casually put aside. “Despise not prophecies,” says
St. Paul, “but prove all things.” (1 Thes. 5:20-21). Also he tells
us, “Follow after charity, be zealous for spiritual gifts; but
rather that you may prophesy ... He that prophesieth, speaketh
to men unto edification, and exhortation, and comfort . . . He
that prophesieth, edifieth the church . . . For greater is he that
prophesieth, than he that speaketh with tongues.” (1 Cor.
14:1,3,4,5). We would indeed be most foolish if we debunked
the prophecies Father Culleton has gathered together here, for
they form an impressive collection, probably the most thorough
treatment on the subject in print. Perhaps it is even providential
that the book is being reissued at this time, along with The
Prophets and Our Times as well. Together, these two books tell
quite a story about the future. And the great divergence of the
sources of the prophecies cited is itself the most compelling ar-
gument for their validity.

Needless to say, the doctrine on Antichrist is very much a
part of our Catholic theology and Tradition, and as such, must
be considered carefully by all men, the learned and the un-
learned alike, for the Antichrist, when he comes, will affect the
lives of all men. Based upon the firmness of their faith and the
correctness of their knowledge, men will either apostatize or
remain faithful to Christ and His Church. Thus, it will be seen
that a knowledge of the prophecies regarding Antichrist is of an
immensely practical nature.



We have omitted from the book the secret messages of the
La Salette apparition (1846—approved by the Church in
1851), and the reader will find under Number 337 on page 163
a note to this effect. Pages 164 through 170 are missing entirely
and only part of pages 163 and 171 appear. In the proper place
we have explained why this was done. Other than that, a correc-
tion has been made concerning the “Secret of Fatima’ on page
186. The wording of the original edition was not precisely what
it should have been, and the author issued with each book a
preface sheet containing also some corrections; this particular
correction we have thought to include new in the body of the
book, as well as two others of merely typographical nature. The
balance of the author’s loose-leaf enclosure has been added as
the “Author’s Preface.”

Some readers no doubt will question Father Culleton’s in-
cluding Number 315, the prophecy of Michael Nostradamus
(page 144) because Nostradamus was an astrologer, or at least
a student of that subject. Presumably, this was due to Nostra-
damus’ great overall accuracy as a prophet. Although Jewish by
birth, he was a Catholic and apparently a very devout one.
Moreover, he believed his prophetic foresight was so accurate
that he scrambled his quatrains (the enigmatic, four-line verses
in which he cast most of his prophecies), in order that people
would not be too frightened of the future. Cultivation of the
occult sciences is of course forbidden, but to what extent he re-
lied upon astrology to make his predictions, if at all, I do not
know. Nonetheless, his reputation for accuracy is great; how-
ever, in the particular predictions Father Culleton quotes here,
he seems to have made several errors. But the same is true for
the predictions of Father Theophilus Reisinger, O.F.M., Cap.
(No. 369; page 222), the renowned exorcist of Earling, Iowa
fame, popularized by the booklet Begone Satan.

This leads immediately into the question of errors in saintly
prophecies. Does this obvious element of error vitiate the entire
book. I do not believe it does, and for the following reasons:
First, prophecies are about the future, and events, spiritually
speaking, are greatly dependent upon the moral quality of
human lives; when mankind improves his behavior, he can fore-
stall or remove immenent catastrophe from happening. The



prophet might be predicting in the sense of ““if conditions do not
change, then. . .” Second, a prophet may simply be misquoted.
Third, he may be misinterpreted. And finally, the person in
question may not in fact have the prophetic gift, as I believe is
the case with Father Reisinger, whose forte or charisma was ex-
orcism; the prediction given by him was through a second party,
a mystic who received a locution.

Over all, however, the reader will see that most of Father
Culleton’s book contains passages that tend to support one
another and which in general elucidate what Sacred Scripture
has to say on Antichrist, and it is for this reason that we have
reissued his book. May it bring enlightenment to its readers on
this sorely abused subject, and may it inspire people today to
turn to a serious spirituality in their lives, as the only valid bul-
wark to the onslaught of “the man of sin,” a spirituality includ-
ing prayer, penance, good works, spiritual reading, and fre-
quenting the Sacraments, the formula laid down by the saints
for spiritual perfection. This, after all, should be the end result
of all our reading—growth in holiness so that we may earn sal-
vation through the merits of Our Lord Jesus Christ, no matter
what it may be our fate to live through.

Thomas A. Nelson
July 1, 1974
Feast of the Precious Blood

ADDENDUM

In the first TAN edition of The Reign of Antichrist (1974), we omitted the secret messages of the La Salette
apparition (1846—approved by the Church in 1851). This included pages 164 through 170 and parts of pages 163 and
171. We had read in various publications that the Holy Office in Rome had issued a decree on December 21, 1915,
against publication of various versions of these two secret messages. However, in a very illuminating article on the
subject of La Salette, entitled The Secret of La Salette—Little Apocalypse of Our Lady (Big Rock Press. Leesburg,
Virginia. 1974. p. 3) Solange Hertz clarifies the nature of this decree, showing that the proscription is against
publishing interpretations of the secret messages, and not against publishing the messages themselves. That decree
states: ‘‘It has come to the knowledge of this Supreme Congregation that there are still persons, even ecclesiastics,
who, in spite of the answers and decisions of the Sacred Congregation itself, continue by books, pamphlets and articles
published in periodicals, whether signed or ymous, to discuss the question of the Secrets of La Salette, its various
texts, its adaptations to our present times or to the future, and these, not only without the approbation of their Bishops,
but even in spite of their express prohibition. In order that these abuses, which are harmful to true piety, and seriously
attack ecclesiastical authority, may be repressed, the same Sacred Congregation orders the faithful of all countries to
abstain from ing and di ing this said question, under wh er pretext or form, either in books, pamphlets or
articles signed or anonymous, or in any other way This Decree is not, however, contrary to the devotion of the
Blessed Virgin invoked and known under the title of Reconciler of La Salette.’* (Prophecy for Today. Edward Connor.
Apostolate of Christian Action. Fresno California. 1963. p. 19.) The gist of the decree, obviously, is to silence
discussions of the secret messages, many of which bordered on anti-clerical. Consequently, we have added Father
Culleton’s original material on the subject in this edition of the book (1978).
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EDITOR’S PREFACE

Father Gerald Culleton lost his life in an automobile
accident, February 19, 1950. He was on his way to say
Sunday Mass in his mission church when his car struck a
truck in the thick fog. This was at the place called Traver
on U. S. Highway 99. He is buried in Holy Cross Cemetery,
Fresno, California.

The manuscript for this book was pretty well completed
when he died. The index and biblography only were missing.
These and two quotations have been added by the editor; also
a couple of prophecies since repudiated by Church authority
have been cmitted, as has a large section from the intro-
duction. This was necessary to keep the size and price down.

It is most important that readers understand that in-
clusion of any private prophecy in this book does not in any
way indicate that it is approved by the Church or even by
the author of this work. This is merely an historical pre-
sentation cf oracles that at the moment are read by good
Christians.

The author, as a rule, avoids expressing his own views.
Now that he has gone to his reward we may well ask just
what were those views. Did he expect Antichrist in the
1950°s? So far as we can learn he held no definite personal
views as to the time of Antichrist’s appearance. He did be-
lieve, however, that private prophets expected a very great
anti-Christian mcvement (or an antichrist more fierce than
any yet encountered) in this present decade. This person or
movement would set out to conquer the world and would be
at first very successful. The attempt would be defeated just
when it would seem about to overcome the last remnant of
oppositicn. As is natural he felt that if thesc prophets are
true, Communism is this anti-Christian force.

As to the object which would defeat this force he was not
at all sure. Would it be a person and thing still more evil,
namely the Antichrist par excellence, or a Christian orga-
nization under a personage often called in prophecy the
Great Monarch, or a more apparent miracle (such as three
days darkness), or something that would typify the Second



Coming of Christ? He found the prophets too diversified to
find an answer to this question. The diversity need not mean
contradiction, for each prophet may speak cf different times
or different phases of the same time.

Some private prophets give very precise dates. This is
one of the simplest ways of eliminating a prophecy from
the realm of truth. If the date arrives and the words are not
fulfilled then evidently God has not spoken, cr if he has, he
meant one of many antichrists and the prophet thought he
meant the Antichrist.

The author did not hope to be able to make a collection of
prophecies all of which would be true. All he could do was
bring together all which at the moment seemed likely to be
trustworthy. Just as Satan has a hand in false religions,
chiefly because they tend to make religion itself ridiculous,
so also does he take a hand in false prophecy, again in an
effort to make all prophecy ridiculous. Nevertheless, just
as the true religion shall survive and prove itself, so also
shall those prophecies that are true survive and prove them-
selves. If one or other prophecy recorded in this book be
repudiated, let it be understood that others still stand.

Father Culleton wrote his first book THE PROPHETS
AND OUR TIMES at the suggestion of Monsignor (later
Bishop) Philip G. Scher, who was the pastor when he was
an assistant at Monterey. The book itself was written some-
what later when father was pastor at Taft, California (1934-
1944). It was widely read having gone through three editions
totaling 12,500 copies. Most purchasers who wrote the
author complained that so many had borrowed their copies
that the book was literally read to pieces.

Father was born at Fresno, California, September 10,
1902 of Irish immigrant parentage: Patrick J. Culleton, of
Coolgraney, Co. Kilkenny and Mary J. McCrory of Agha-
gallon, Co. Antrim. He was one of four children. After the
grammar and high grades at the local parish school, he
went to Santa Clara College. Having decided to be a diocesan
priest, he transferred to St. Patrick’s Seminary, Menlo
Park, California and three years later went to the American
College in Rome, where he was ordained March 24, 1928. He
has a2 brother a priest and a sister and aunt in the convent.

After assistancies at Hanford, Monterey, Salinas, and



San Luis Obispo, he became pastor of Taft and then of
Wasco. He contracted undulant fever in the latter place and
was sent to the cooler climate c¢f Soledad, where he was
Chaplain at the Medium Security Prison. It was while he
was in Wasco and Soledad that he collected and arranged the
material for this book. The typing was done by one of the
Soledad prisoners.

His health was restored somewhat at Soledad. He was
then given a district in the San Jcaquin Valley to develop
into a parish. This was July 29, 1949. By February 20, 1950,
he had built a rectory and otherwise developed the place to
the point where on that day Bishop Aloysius J. Willinger
established the parish of the Sacred Heart, Exeter, with
Father Culleton as its first pastor.

Father had not been well for some weeks before his death,
which he expected without knowing why, and which he
asked cthers to help him prepare for. He had special de-
votion to the Holy Ghost, Saints Michael, Gabriel of our
Sorrowful Mother, Gemma Galgani, and Maria Gecretti, and
great faith in relics and sacramentals. He always gave
ready submission to the desires of his superiors.

The manuscript for this book passed by will to Father’s
bishcp, who gave it to us with permission to print and
distribute it.



PREFACE

It has not been my intention to inject myself or my per—‘
sonal opinions into this book. On the whole it is not to be con- |
sidered so much a theological as an historical presentation, |
The purpose has been to put into the hands of as many read- ‘
ers as possible the thoughts of many different persons, all
of them pious and some of them learned. In all cases where
I could detect any intention to deceive, the material has been |
excluded. In other cases, and this is really my only intrusion, |
when a statement seemed to me in need of clarification or
of modification from a doctrinal point of view, I have added
a footnote or remarks in parenthesis.

Were it not for a book such as this, it would be humanly
impossible for the ordinary person, lay or clerical, to get an
over-all picture, in original sources, of the thought of true‘
believers on the Antichrist through the long centuries that
the Antichrist idea has formed an indispensible segment of‘
divine teaching. This because Antichrist literature is widely‘
scattered and for the most part in books long out of print|
and besides closed to the ordinary person in that they are|
not in the English language. |

I do not pretend to have satisfied the requirements of |
scholars in the presentation of these texts; but I do not
write the book for scholars. They can look up the material
for themselves. Were the texts to be issued in the critical
manner of the scholar, the lifetime of one man and the
wealth of many cculd not have produced this book and when|
it was produced, no one but a schclar could or would have‘
read it. |

I am not satisfied myself with some of the sources; but I
doubt that any serious errors, that have not been pointed‘
out, have crept into the books that I have used Some of thel
translations, too, are imperfect; but not so imperfect thatl
they distort the original. |

A really good book on Antichrist by several scholars wark-
ing together and in libraries, which my busy life in a paris
made impossible, is surely in order. I will be the first to hai]1
the man or men who will issue a better book on this fascinat-
ing subject. \
The Author |
November 16, 1949 \



Author’s Preface

This first edition of THE REIGN OF ANTICHRIST has
been printed at the request of and exclusively for several
persons who own and appreciate a copy of THE PROPHETS
AND OUR TIMES. It is a second volume along the same
idea.

Apart from being the first attempt in any language to give
a complete picture of the Antichrist of prophecy, this work
also lays claim to being the first genuine book printed with
paper plates instead of with type, or the zinc plates heretofore
in use.

We have issued the book as a printed manuscript but as
noted at the end of the Editor’s Preface, it is issued with the
bishop’s permission. To assure our readers, however, we sub-
mitted the book in its present form to the book censor for the
Diocese of Monterey-Fresno, Reverend Amancio Rodriguez,
S. T. D. His reply is as follows:

“I have examined the book, THE REIGN OF ANTI-
CHRIST, and found nothing in it against Faith or Morals.
However, it should be noted at the beginning that the scrip-
tural texts never have received an authentic interpretation
by the church and that in the case of private revelations they
are only matter of private opinion.”

If this edition meets with favor we shall issue another
for the general public. Meanwhile, we will appreciate your
criticism and any information you may have on additional
prophecies, old and new.



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER

Since the author or rather the compiler of this book has
no merit as a theologian, he has felt that he will perform
a better service if he lets others do most of the talking. For
this reason, even this introduction will come almost entirely
from the mouths of men whose knowledge and ability are
beyond doubt.

The fundamentals of the Christian idea of Antichrist are
in the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians and in the
Apocalypse, so we will hear what Father Prat has to say
about the former and Father LeFrois about the latter. Most
theologians devote very little space to Antichrist so we have
chosen to translate frcm the work of Father Hervé whose
comments are typical. I have interjected a few remarks
in parenthesis. Neglect them if you wish.

The only point I am forced to make deals with an opinion
now quite widespread, that the times of Antichrist are upon
us. The only reason I speak is because I have found no one
without preconceived ideas whom I can quote.

First: Several have told me that Antichrist is already
born. One puts him in Pennsylvania, another in Illincis, a
third in Iraq; a fourth has informed me that he already has
temples in the four corners of the earth, one corner being
Chicago and another Los Angeles. Christ has said, “If they
say, lo, here is Christ or there, go ye not out to look.” If 1
err not, this means we should not bother with these rumors.
When Antichrist comes, the whole world will know him, the
elect for what he is, the rest for what he is not.

Second: It is said that the times in which we live fit very
well into those which will immediately precede the coming
of Antichrist. This is not for me to judge. They are indeed
evil times. They are more intensely and widespreadly evil
than any that have existed since Constantine. They will, no
doubt, get worse. The Church will suffer much more than
She now suffers. But whether what we now see or may live
to see is any more than one cf the numerous eras which are
to precede Antichrist, I do not know. There are those quoted
in this book who say we are near the times of Antichrist.
Who am I to say they are wrong ? But on the other hand, who

1



are they, that we are to believe them. We do not doubt their
good faith. The value of their word we know not.

Antichrist According to Saint Paul’s Epistles

In 2 Thess. 2:3-12 Saint “Paul merely recalls here, with a
few allusions, some features of his oral preaching. He takes
it for granted that the Thessalonians are familiar with these
ideas, for the instructions given to the neophytes always in-
cluded a chapter on the last things associated with the
parcusia. (1) The Apostle contents himself with refreshing
their memory of them. He formerly taught orally, and now
he repeats in writing — but in terms the conciseness of
which makes them enigmatical for us — that the last day is
to be preceded by two great crises — the apostasy and the
appearance of Antichrist. He speaks of both as of things well
known which do not need explanation.

“The apostasy indicates certainly a religious defection,
a revolt against God or his representatives. It appears to
be closely connected with the acts and wonders wrought
by the great adversary. The latter, formally distinguished
from Satan, who lends him his aid and uses him as an agent,
is described with the traits and characteristics of the per-
sons of whom he is the antitype. He will lift himself up
above all that is God or is called God, like Antiochus Epipha-
nes; he will give himself out for God and will wish to be
treated as God, like the Prince of Tyre in Ezechiel and the
King of Babylon in Isaias; he will sit in the very Temple of
God, like the abomination of desolation predicted by Daniel.

“These reminders are not so much new prophecies as al-
lusions to old texts; it is not necessary to expect the literal
verification of them, they are symbols realizable according
to a law of proportion unknown to us. When we read that the
Lord Jesus ‘will destroy the wicked one with the spirit
(breath) of his mouth,” these words recall to us the way in
which the Son of David, according to Isaias, is to destroy im-
piety; but what can we conclude from them as to the real
way in which those things will take place? What is said,
aside from figures cf speech, is that Antichrist will work

(1) Second coming of Christ.



false miracles, signs and wonders, will seduce a great many
souls, and also cause a schism in the Church, but that he will
finally be conquered, and that his fall will be the signal for
the parousia.

“In one point only does Payl go beyond his predecessors.
He speaks of an obstacle which hinders the immediate com-
ing of Antichrist, and gives us the following description of
it: It is a person or something personified (masculine), and
at the same time a physical or moral force (neuter). The
cbstacle is already active and it checks the mystery of
iniquity ; it prevents the advance of the wick« 1 one. As soon
as this obstacle disappears the field wi!l be onen to Anti-
christ whose appearance seems likely to precede but shortly
the appearance of the Son of God. What is this obstacle ? The
Thessalonians had learned what it is from the mouth of the
Apostle, but we are ignorant of it now, and evervthing leads
us to suppose that we shall always be ignorant of it. The
proverbial obscurity of this passage has given rise to in-
numerable solutions.

“With brotherly unanimity, Albigenses, Waldenses, Hus-
sites, the disciples of Wyclif, of Luther and Calvin, and
ancient and modern Anglicans, down to the nineteenth
century, have seen in Antichrist the Pope and in the ob-
stacle which opposes the triumph of the former, first the
Roman Emperor and later the German Emperor. In 1518,
when the first ideas of revolt were fermenting in him, Lu-
ther had a slight suspicion that the Pope might indeed be
Antichrist; in 1519, he was almost sure of it, and at the
end of that year, when the rupture with Rome was com-
plete, he had become entirely certain of it. Ten years later,
he was indignant that the Augsburg confession had made
no mention of such a fundamental article of faith. The mis-
take was remedied at Smalkalde, where it was declared that
‘the Pope is the true Antichrist who has elevated himself
against Christ and above him.’

“The only divergence among the Protestants is that some
have admitted two Antichrists — one for the East, namely
Mohammed and Islam; the other for the West, the Pope and
the Papacy. One bolder commentator has even discovere:|

3



that if the Pope is always Antichrist, of course the mystery
of iniquity is Jesuitism, while the temple of God is the pure
Lutheran doctrine, and the obstacle which resists the advent,
not of Antichrist, as the text of St. Paul requires, but of
Jesus, is still the Pope. It is not long since the Lutherans,
Calvanists and Anglicans gave up this exegesis, which was
for them more sacred than the most solemn definition of
faith is for us. So difficult to uproot are the prejudices of
sect and caste, strengthened by habit and education!

“As for the rationalists, they all declare that the pre-
phecy of St. Paul has not been fulfilled and never will be.
It is only a dream of the Apostle. But when they try to say
precisely what the object of this dream is, they are so
divided that it is impossible to find two of them with the
same opinion.

“Nor can we say that Catholic commentators are any more
agreed. However, in spite of infinite divergences of detail,
they almost all regard the parousia as the personal return of
Jesus Christ coming to judge the living and the dead; they
see in Antichrist an individual, although St. Augustine
thinks rather of a tendency; in the apostasy they see a
defection and a revolt, either religious or political, or both at
the same time; in the mystery of iniquity, either Nero and
the persecutors, or heretics and schismatics; in the temple
of God, either the Temple of Jerusalem rebuilt or the
Christian Church; finally, in the obstacle, they see either
the Roman Empire or its heir, the Christian State. But
what State today constructs a dyke against the invasion of
evil? In despair of finding any cther solution, some are
forced to hold that it is the faith still living in many hearts
or the command to preach the Gospel throughout the world.

“Not only is the ‘obstacle’ not yet found, but we doubt
whether it has ever been looked for in the right direction.
Paul keeps to the ideas of Jewish and Christian eschatology.
Like Daniel and St. John, he describes a conflict between
good and evil, which has its echo on the earth, but the
scene and principal seat of which are elsewhere. It is, in fact,
Satan who begins it and maintains it, helping his tool with
all his might. The antagonist must be a power of the same

4



order. In the prophecy of Daniel it is the commander of the

heavenly hosts, the chief of the people of God, Michael, who

takes up the cause of the holy nation, especially at the time |
of the great tribulation and on the eve of the resurrection \
of the dead. In St. John it is still Michael at the head of his

angels who fights against the Dragon, the old Serpent, Lu-

cifer, the Devil, Satan. and who finally wins the victory for

Christ.

“The struggle between Michael and Satan goes on through
the centuries. There is no need of interrogating the Apo-
crypha — the Beook of Enoch, the Testament of the Twelve
Patriarchs, or the Apocalypse of Moses — to know what a
leading role the Archangel Michael is to play at the last
day. It is he, according to St. Paul — the thing is scarcely
doubtful — who will give the signal for the resurrection and ‘
the judgment. Will it not be also he — the protector first of‘
the Synagogue and then c¢f the Church — who with his
legions will bar the passage of the powers of hell until the
fulness of time? All the features of Paul’s description are |
applicable to him; a personal being, he commands an army
and represents a force; he is immecrtal, and his fight against‘
Satan, begun in the apostolic epoch, runs on through history |
to its final climax. If his momentary disappearance signified
a defeat or a destruction this character would not be applic-‘
able to him, but the Apostle’s words do not mean this, and |
need not be thus understocd. Until the baffled exegetes have
found a better solution it is here that we shall seek for the
mysterious ‘obstacle’ that retards the appearance of Anti-|
christ.” (Fernand Prat, S.J., The Theology of St. Paul, 1927.‘
Vol. I, pp. 79-83). |

Antichrist According to the Apocalypse |

“Despite the fact that the spiritual or ideal interpreta-‘
tion of the Apocalypse, elaborated chiefly by Father Allo,
O.P.,, has gained many adherents in the past forty years,|
there is an ever increasing number of authors who, along
the lines of the earliest Church Fathers, prefer to give an
eschatological interpretation to the greater part of that
prophetical book of the New Testament. It would be interest-|
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ing to see what such an interpretation would offer in detail.
A summary picture would probably result as follows.

“The Apocalypse is chiefly the grand finale of the King-
dom of God on earth, the completion of all prophecies in a
final synthesis.

“Part T (1:9-3:22) depicts the First Age of the Church
with its needs and impending trials. Part II (4:1-20:15) sets
forth the Final Age of the Church. Such a combination of
events widely separated in time is common to the prophetic
vision. However, a connecting bridge bztween the two eras
is probably given in a second fulfillment of Part I, namely,
the typical sense of the Seven Letters.

“Part II opens with the Almighty Judge seated in judg-
ment together with His heavenly court (Apce. 4:1-5:14). His
final decrees for mankind are in the sealed scroll. But He
has given all judgment to the Son (John 5:22), so it is the
Lamb, once slain by man, who executes these decrees on man,
through the mediation of the angelic world. Part II has two
sections.

“Secticn One (6:1-11:19) portrays the great distress
among the nations on account of the calamities which the
Lamb allows to overtake the world in punishment for unbe-
lief. These calamities are in origin terrestrial (ch. 6), celes-
tial (ch. 8), and infernal (ch. 9). Even a foretaste of hell is
given to mankind before the great day of reckcning. Also in
St. Luke’s eschatological chapter, there is a clear distinction
made between ordinary wars and insurrections on the one
hand, and universal war, calamity, famine and death on the
other. The latter is the sign of the coming judgment (Luke
21:9 and 10-11).

“The period of great distress coincides with the ‘Major
Apostasy’ of 2 Thess. 2:3 and with the end of the ‘Time of
the Gentiles.” After describing the destruction of Jerusal-
lem, Jesus said: ‘And Jerusalem will be trodden down by
the Gentiles until the times of the nations to be fulfilled’
(Luke 21:24). The great distress brought physical death
to many on earth, but like in the days of the flood (see 1
Peter 3:20), many found repentance before death and wash-
ed their robes in the blocd of the Lamb, and an innumerable
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crowd remained faithful to Him unto death (Apoc. 7:9-14) .|

“At this juncture there is place for the conversion of the‘
Jews (as a whole) (see Rom. 11:13-25). ‘A partial blindness
only has befallen Israel until the full number of the Gentiles‘
should enter, and thus all Israel should be saved” (Rom. 11:)
25). So the Church of the Last Age (represented by the
144,000 of chapter 7, sealed from both spiritual and physical‘
harm) shall come through unscathed, and shall once more be|
(predominantly) Israelitic. It shall continue so to the end,
marked (sealed) by God, like Israel of old in Egypt, as His‘
own people. But the nations fall back into unbelief (Luke|
18:8).

“Israel’s conversion is brought about by the preaching and
miracles of Elias during the great distress. ‘Behold I will‘
send you Elias the prophet before the coming of the great|
and dreadful day of the Lord. And he shall turn the heart of
the children to the fathers; lest I come and strike the earth“
with anathema’ (Mal. 4:5-6). ‘Elias is indeed to come and
will restore all things’ (Mt. 17:11). True Israel is now spirit-
ual; the material-minded and worldly Jews are rejected, as
symbolized in the measuring cf the Temple (Apoc. 11:1-2).

“Henoch is the second witness sent back to preach pen-
ance in preparation for the coming of the reign of Anti-
christ. It seems that his mission is to the nations, so that
they have an opportunity of salvation to the end (see Sir.
44:16). Jude 14-15 also hints at Hencch’s mission in the
latter days. The ministry of the two witnesses lasts ‘three
and a half years’ (Apoc. 11:3), which coincides with the
first half of Daniel’s last ‘year-week’ (Dan. 9:26-27), where-|
as the second half of that ‘year-week’ coincides with the‘
reign of Antichrist (who also reigns for three and a half
years or 42 months in Apoc. 13:5) and makes desolate all
religion, only to sit in the temple of God and give hiniself
out to be God (2 Thess. 2:4). This is either a typical ful-
fillment of Daniel’s last year-week, or there was a suspen-‘
sion in Daniel’s vision after the seven plus sixty-two weeks‘
until the time of the nations be fulfilled, and then the vision
is resumed with the last year-week concerning Daniel’s own
people: Israel. |



“Section Two of Part II (12:1-20:15) portrays the god-
less reign of a personal Antichrist, and the subsequent
utter destruction of his kingdom, metropolis, and devotees.
The stage is prepared by showing the Church of the Con-
summation fitted out with the characteristics of the Virgin-
Mother, invulnerable in this attire against the attacks of the
fierce dragcen. Yet the dragon prepares to engulf her in a
last supreme onslaught (ch.12).

“Beast number one is collective Antichrist persecuting
the Pecple of God from its very beginnings on earth down
throcugh the centuries (ch. 13). This it does through its
seven heads but chiefly through him who caps all seven,
namely, personal Antichrist, who sums up in himself all
the perversity of the seven. Thus he is the eighth (Apoc. 17:
11). Seven heads which endeavored tc engulf God’s people
on earth from the beginning of its existence are: Egypt
(Pharao), Assyria, Babylonia, Medo-Persia (under Artax-
erxes Ochos), Greco-Macedonia (in the Seleucides), Totali-
tarian pagan Rome (the sixth head) and a world empire of
latter times. Symbolism (like in Daniel) fluctuates between
a collective and a personal being, namely, an empire and a
chief representative of that empire, e.g., the sixth head is
represented as both empire and chief head cf that empire
(see 17:9). Daniel’s fourth beast with the ten horns (Dan.
7:17-25) coincides with this beast of the Apocalypse in its
sixth head (Apoc. 17:10). Ten horns are those state-
kingdoms which fellow upon the break-up of the Roman Em-
pire and (eventually) persecute the Church.

“Beast number two is a false Elias heralding the advent of
the false Christ (Antichrist in person). By diabolical signs
he succeeds in bringing cver the infidel world to Antichrist.
St. Paul states that this deception is also a punishment for
unbelief in Christ’s Gospel of truth and love (2 Thess. 2:
9-12). Antichrist’s name is given a numerical value: 666.
Fulfillment alone can give certitude to this riddle. The He-
brew letters of Nero (n) Kaisar amount to 666. If this is
the meaning of St. John, then Antichrist will come in the
spirit of Nero (the sixth head), so that the hcrrible beast
lives again (Apoc, 13:3).



The Marian Church of the Consummation has nothing
to fear from the Antichrist, for he cannot extinguish her.
God gives her supernatural aid (Apoc. 12:6). She is now
virginal in the purity of her conduct and her devotedness
to the Lamb. Her imitation of the Lamb is unexcelled (14:4).
Mindful of the advice of St. Paul (1 Cor. 7:26-31), all live the
virginal ideal. The time is at hand.

“Destruction of Antichrist’s metropolis and works is ac-
complished by angelic powers in the pouring out of the
bowls of God’s wrath (ch. 16). Personal Antichrist and False
Elias are overcome and cast into hell by the personal coming
of Christ in glory (19:11-21).

“Millenium: Since the Holy Office decreed (July 21, 1944)
that it cannot be safely taught that Christ at His Second
Coming will reign visibly with only some of His saints (risen
from the dead) for a period of time before the final and
universal judgment, a spiritual millenium is to be seen in
Apoc. 20:4-6. St. John gives a recapitulation of the activity
of Satan, and the spiritual reign of the saints with Christ in
heaven and in His Church on earth. When Christianity tri-
umphed over the Beast (in its sixth head, the pagan Roman
empire) Satan was chained. With the re-appearance of the
Beast in the anti-Christian world empire (the seventh head),
he will be unchained, and muster all his forces against the
Church until the peak of the persecution under Antichrist
(the eighth). Meanwhile, the church enjoyed the millenium
with Christ enthroned among the nations.

“Part III (Apoc. 21-22) deals exclusively with the new
heaven and the transformed earth, the new Jerusalem,
Paradise, and eternal happiness. It harkens back to the first
three chapters of Genesis. Mankind is restored forever to
God’s love and friendship, but through the Lamb and the
Virgin (22:1-3). And the river of God’s Love shall quench
the thirst of the sons of God forever. And they shall be like

unto God (22:4-5).”

(Bernard J. LeFrois: “Eschatological Interpretation of
the Apocalypse” in The Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol.
XIIT, pp. 17-20. This text has been added by the aditor).
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Antichrist and the End of the World

“Christ Himself has given the signs which precede the end
of the world, adding, ‘When you see all these, know that it
is near, (yes) at the door’. (Matt. 24:14)

“The chief signs follow : ‘

I. The preaching of the Gospel in the entire world—‘This
Gospel will be preached in testimony to all nations, and then‘
will come the end’ (Matt. 24:33). From this it is certain that|
the end of the world will not occur before the Gospel has|
been preached in all nations; but it does not follow the end
will be immediately after that. (Neither do we know what‘
preaching cf the Gospel implies; but it likely means that!
every community in the world must be given sufficient in-\
formation on the true and only Church of Christ that the
people will be guilty of grave sin if they do not accept the‘
truth). \

II. The great defection from the Faith and the appearance|
ef Antichrist—‘Unless the defection comes first and the
man of sin be revealed . .. the day of the Lord is not immi-‘
nent’. (II Thess. 2:1-4). |

This defection or apostacy is one from God and his Christ,|
one of nations which will combat and try to abolish the‘
Church. The Church, of course, will be preserved to the very
end ; although those who are not among the ‘elect’ and ‘whose
names are not written in the book of life’ will follow Anti-|
christ (Matt. 24:12; Luke 18:8; Tim. 4:1; Apoc. 13:8).

It is when this apostacy is at its highest that ‘there will
appear the evil one, whom (however) the Lord Jesus will
(a) slay with the breath of His mouth and (b) destroy by]|
the light of His coming’ (Il Thess. 2:8). (Whether these‘
two judgments of Christ are one and the same or two differ-
ent punishments is not clear nor if two is there anything here
to indicate that they are contemporary. If one refers to
death of the body and the other to a formal condemnation‘
to Hell on the last day, there is nothing indicating the time
that is to elapse between the two). |

Antichrist has precursors for already from the begin-
ning the fight against Christ was begun; but it will be
createst at the end cf the times when the man of sin ap—‘

|
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pears (This phrase end of time or latter times could mean
the whole Christian era or any part of it at least so it was
used by St. John who told his followers: Because Christ is
now opposed, we know we are in the latter times. I John
2:18).

This adversary of God will pass himself off as God and,
‘according to the operation of Satan’, he will be strong ‘in
every power and signs and lying wonders and in every se-
duction of evil’ (II Thess. 2:9-11). Antichrist is not a per-
scnification of persecution against the Church ; but a special
definite person. He is so referred to by St. John and segre-
gated from indefinite antichrists. The Apostle always re-
fers to him in the singular, for example, man of sin, son of
perdition, the adversary, the evil one, etc. On the other hand
a group could not propcse itself for worship in a temple.
Moreover, the Fathers and theologians traditionally have
referred to him as a single definite person.

III. The return of Elias and Enoch—Two witnesses pre-
cede the coming of Christ as Judge and fight against Anti-
christ (Apoc. 11:3ss). One of them is Elias as is clear from
Malachias (4:5-6), St. Matthew (17:10ss), and St. Luke
(1:17). The other will be Enoch according to many Fathers,
based on Ecclesiasticus (44:16) ‘Henoch was transferred in-
to Paradise that he may give repentance to the nations.’
Others, hcwever, think the second witness will be Moses or
Jeremias.

IV. The ccnversion of the Jews—This ccnversion will be
made chiefly by the preaching of Elias. St. Paul says, ‘Blind-
ness in part has happened in Israel until the fulness of the
Gentiles should come in. And so all Israel should be saved as
it is written, He shall come out of Sion and deliver and shall
turn away ungodliness from Jacob’. This is the origin of the
Christian persuasicn of the conversion of Israel at the end
of the world.

V. Many prodigies in the heavens and on earth (Luke
21:25-26).” Father Herv¢ adds, “These signs are, of course,
rather indefinite and the time of Christ’s Second Coming
cannot be known for certain from them.”

(J. M. Hervé:" Manuale Theologiae Dogmaticae, Vol. 1V,
Sec. 623.)
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CHAPTER 1

PROPHETIC TEXTS FROM THE BIBLE

We have used the Old Testament Scriptures as they exist
in English in the Douay Version. This is the translation in
common use among Catholics and the only complete Bible
in the English language. It is translated from the Latin
Vulgate in comparison with the Hebrew and Greek texts
as they were recognized in A.D. 1582.

This version has several advantages. First, it is a trans-
lation of the whole canonical Old Testament. The non-
Catholie versions leave out several books and parts of books.
The Protestant divines chose to admit as sacred only those
books which the Jewish rabbis, who refused to accept Christ,
decided to retain in the Jewish Bible. This selection was
made by the rabbis not earlier than two hundred years after
the birth cf Christ therefore long after Judaism had ceased
to be guided by the Holy Ghost, as the true religion must
be guided, and by a group of men without authority even
under the Mosaic Law. Priests, Prophets, and Kings and not
teachers (rabbis) represented Jehovah (Yahwey in Hebrew)
in the Old Dispensation.

Modern Jewish authors (1) readily admit that the rabbis
of the early Christian times repudiated or reinterpreted all
Jewish literature which could be produced in support of the
claims of Jesus Christ, himself a Jew, the last of the true
Jews, and the one who from the beginning of time was des-
tined to turn Judaism into a religion for all men of good
will and not for just one particular race irrespective of the
will, good or otherwise, of the members of that race.

Second, the Douay version has the approval of the succes-
sor ¢f St. Peter and all the bishops of the Church Universal,
whereas the chief and basic Protestant Bible contents itself
with the approval of King James of England and the parlia-
ment of that nation. As is evident even to the most superficial
students of Sacred Scripture there is nothing in the Bible, or
elsewhere, except the laws made by Englishmen, that gives
an English or any other King or any civil government any

(1) E.g. Waxman: A History of Jewish Literature, Vol. 1.
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right whatever over the Word of God. “Thou art Peter and
upon this rock I will build my church.” “Whatsoever thou
shalt bind shall be bound.” These words refer to Apostles and
their successors exactly as they were spoken to Peter alone
or Peter with all. Kings, princes and dead limbs cut off into
national or autoncmous churches have no authority over
God’s word and much less so has each man just because he
happens to be born.

Third, the Vulgate, from which the Douay derives, not only
resulted from manuscripts hundreds of years older than
those used by King James’ men but derived from a canon
(i.e. list of Sacred Books), which the whole Church for 1600
years before Luther held to be Sacred. In fact the Septuagint
Greek Bible, the Bible used by Greek speaking Jews and
gotten together long before Christ and when no cne ‘“had
an ax to grind,” is the true index to the books which the pre-
Christian Jews and all the first Christians held sacred. The
Septuagint has the same books as the Vulgate and in
fact it was used as a guide by the translators of the Vulgate
1200 years before the first Protestant was born and just
about the time that the Jewish rabbis were deciding that
they wanted no part of some of the texts their ancestors
had venerated.

For these then and many other reasons we use the Douay
version considering the King James and its filial versions
fit reading for a study of the English language but not for
an impartial survey cf the Word of God.

While it would have made this book much shorter to have
given only the Scriptural references letting each one go to
his own Bible, we reproduce the texts here to save time for
our readers, and so that standing alone and in the usual
paragraph form they may be more easily integrated with
each other and with private prophesies.

201a. Genesis On Henoch

“And Jared lived a hundred and sixty-two years, and begot
Henoch . . . And Henoch lived sixty-five years, and begot
Mathusala. And Henoch walked with God: and lived after
he begot Mathusala, three hundred years, and begot sons
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and daughters. And all the days of Henoch were three hun-
dred and sixty-five years. And he walked with God, and was
seen no more: because God took him.” (5: 18-24).

b. This text is used by those who say Antichrist will be
from the Tribe of Dan.

“Dan shall judge his people like another tribe in Israel.
Let Dan be a snake in the way, a serpent in the path, that
biteth the horse’s heels that his rider may fall backward”
(49: 16-17). Cf. also Gen. 3:1 ff; Deut. 13:1 ff; Job 4:8 ff.
All of Genenis 49 is on the last days but not all on Anti-Christ.

202. Deuteronomy On False Prophets

“If there rise in the midst of thee a prophet or one that
aith he hath dreamed a dream, and he foretell a sign and a
wonder, and that come to pass which he spcke, and he say to
thee: Let us go and follow strange gods, which thou knowest
not, and let us serve them: Thou shalt not hear the words of
that prophet or dreamer: for the Lord your God trieth you,
that it may appear whether you love him with all your
heart, and with all your soul, or not” (13:1-3).

203. III Kings

Chapters 17 to 19 and Chapter 21: 17-29 recount at
length the story of Elias the Prophet and his dealings with
Achab King of Israel. While a reading of this part of the
Bible is essential for a life ¢f the prophet there is little or
nothing to be found there concerning the role he is to play in
the last days. Subsequent students, however, may have re-
membered the following words when they dealt with the
end of time.

a. And the word of the Lord said to Elias, “go forth, and
stand upon the mount before the Lord overthrowing the
mountains, and breaking the rocks in pieces: the Lord is not
in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake: the Lord is
not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire: the
Lord is not in the fire, and after the fire a whistling of a
gentle air. And when Elias heard it, he covered his face with
his mantle, and coming forth stood in the entering in of the
cave, and behold a voice unto him, saying: What dost thou
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here, Elias? And he answered : With zeal have I been zealous
for the Lord God of hosts: because the children of Israel
have forsaken thy covenant: they have destroyed thy altars,
they have slain thy prophets with the sword, and I alone
am left, and they seek my life to take it away. And the
Lord said to him: Go, and return on thy way through the
desert to Damascus: and when thou art come thither, thou
shalt anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. And thou shalt
anoint Jehu the son of Namsi to be king over Israel: and
Eliseus the son of Saphat, of Abelmuela, thou shalt anoint
to be prophet in thy room. And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall escape the sword of Hazael, shall be slain
by Jehu: and whosoever shall escape the sword of Jehu
shall be slain by Eliseus. And I will leave me seven thousand
men in Israel, whose knees have not been bowed before
Baal, and every mouth that hath not worshipped him . . .”
(19: 9-18).

b. ‘“Because he hath humbled himself for my sake I will
not bring evil in his days, but in his son’s days will I bring
the evil upon his house” (21: 29).

204. 1V Kings

Chapter 1 continues the life of Elias under the son and
successor of Achab and does not enlighten us on the prophet’s
eschatolegical role, but the following is, of course, important.

“And it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elias
into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elias and Eliseus were gc-
ing from Galgal. And Elias said to Eliseus: Stay thou here,
because the Lord hath sent me as far as Bethel. And Eliseus
said to him: As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I
will not leave thee.

“And when they were come down to Bethel, the sons cf
the prophets, that were at Bethel, came forth to Eliseus,
and said to him: Dost thou know that this day the Lord will
take away thy master from thee? And he answered: I also
know it: hold your peace. And Elias said to Eliseus:. Stay
here because the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And he said:
As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave
thee.

“And when they were come to Jericho, The sons of the

15



prophets that were at Jericho, came to Eliseus, and said
to him: Dost thou know that this day the Lord will take
away thy master from thee? And he said: I also know it:
hold your peace. And Elias said to him: Stay here, because
the Lord hath sent me as far as the Jordan. And he said:
As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave
thee; and they two went on together. And fifty men of the
sons of the prophets followed them, and stood in sight at
a distance: but they two stood by the Jordan.

“And Elias took his mantle and folded it together, and
struck the waters, and they were divided hither and thither,
and they both passed over on dry ground. And when they
were gone over, Elias said to Eliseus: Ask what thou wilt
have me to do for thee, before I be taken away from thee.
And Eliseus said: I beseech thee that in me may be thy
double spirit. And he answered: Thou hast asked a hard
thing: nevertheless if thou see me when I am taken from
thee, thou shalt have what thou hast asked: but if thou
see me not, thou shalt not have it.

“And as they went on, walking and talking together be-
hold a fiery chariot, and fiery horses part them both asund-
er: and Elias went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And
Eliseus saw him, and cried: My father, my father, the
chariot of Israel, and the driver thereof. And he saw him
no more: and he took hold of his own garments, and rent
them in two pieces.

“And he tock up the mantle of Elias, that fell from him:
and going back, he stood upon the bank of the Jordan, And
he struck the waters with the mantle of Elias, that had
fallen from him, and they were not divided. And he said:
Where is now the God of Elias? And he struck the waters
and they were divided, hither and thither, and Eliseus pass-
ed over. And the sons of the prophets at Jericho, who were
over against him, seeing it said: The spirit of Elias hath
rested upon Eliseus." And coming to meet him, they worship-
ped him, falling to the ground” (2: 1-15).

205. II Paralipomenon
In this book is recorded the story of Elias and Jcram King
of Juda (21: 12-19). It is not to our purpose. Prophesy 3 in
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our first book describes the unsettled conditions that will
prevail when Israel is refounded. It too is from this Sacred
Book.

206. Psalms
In our former work prophesies 4a to c¢ either refer to the
latter times or inspired Christian prophets.

207. Wisdom

Prophesy 5 in the former book describes our modern world
quite well and was meant for any age which turns it back
on the Creator.

208. Ecclesiasticus or Ben Sirach

This book written about 275 years before Christ is the
first known to us which speaks of future roles assigned to
the prophets Hencch and Elias. The author, however, is not
and does not claim to be, a prophet. He merely sets down
the commonly held Jewish teaching of his time.

a. “Henoch pleased God, and was translated into para-
dise, that he may give repentance to the nations” (44: 16).

b. “No man was born upon earth like Henoch: for he
also was taken up from the earth” (49 :16).

c. “And Elias the prophet stood up, as a fire, and his
sword burnt like a torch. He brought a famine upon them,
and they that provoked him in their envy, were reduced to
a small number, for they could not endure the command-
ments cf the Lord. By the word of the Lord he shut up the
heaven, and brcught down fire from heaven thrice. Thus
was Elias magnified in his wondrous works. And who can
glory like to thee? Who raisest up a dead man from below,
from the lot of death, by the word of the Lord God. Who
broughtest down kings to destruction, and brokest easily
their power in pieces, and the glorious from their bed. Who
heardest judgment in Sina, and in Horeb the judgments of
vengeance. Who anointedst kings to penance, and madest
prophets successors after thee. Who wast taken up in a
whirlwind of fire, in a chariot of fiery horses. Who art regis-
tered in the judgments cof times to appease the wrath of the
Lord, to reconcile the heart of the father to the son, and to
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restore the tribes of Jacob. Blessed are they that saw thee,
and were honoured with thy friendship. For we live only in
our life, but after death cur name shall not be such. Elias
was indeed covered with the whirlwind, and his spirit was
filled in Eliseus.” (48: 1-13a).

209. Isaias

In our former book prophesy 8 contains extracts des-
criptive of the confusion of the latter days and also a sec-
tion cn the eventual universal peace and unity of faith.
There follows here words that have yet to be completely ful-
filled. In fact Ecclesiasticus (48: 26, 27) says that Isaias
foresaw the things that would come to pass at last,

a. “The noise of a multitude in the mountains, as it werc
of many people, the noise of the sound of kings, c¢f nations
gathered together: The Lord of hosts hath given charge to
the troops of war. To them that come from a country afar off,
frcm the end of heaven: the Lord and the instruments of
his wrath, to destroy the whole land. Howl ye, for the day
of the Lord is near: it shall come as a destruction from
the Lord. Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every heart
of man shall melt, And shall be broken. Gripings and pains
shall take hold of them, they shall be in pain as a woman in
labour. Every one shall be amazed at his neighbour, their
countenances shall be as faces burnt. Behold, the day of
the Lord shall come, a cruel day, and full of indignation, and
of wrath, and fury, to lay the land desolate, and to destroy
the sinners thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven, and
their brightness shall not display their light: the sun shall
be darkened in his rising, and the moon not shine with her
light. And I will visit the evils of the world, and against the
wicked for their iniquity: and I will make the pride of infi-
dels to cease, and will bring down the arrogancy of the
mighty” (13:4-11).

b. “Hell below man in an uproar to meet thee at thy
coming, it stirred up the giants for thee, All the princes of
the earth are risen up from their thrones, all the princes of
nations. All shall answer, and say to thee: Thou also art
wounded as well as we, thou are become like unto us.

“Thy pride is brought down to hell, thy carcass is fallen
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down: under thee shall the moth be strewed, and worms
shall b2 thy covering. How art thou fallen frcm heaven, O
Lucifer,who didst rise in the morning? how art thou fallen
to the earth, that didst wound the nations? And thou saidst
in thy heart: I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God, I will sit in the mountain of the
covenant, in the sides cf the north. I will ascend above the
height of the clouds, I will be like the most High. But yet
thou shalt be brought down to hell, into the depth of the pit.

“They that shall see thee, shall turn toward thee, and
behold thee. Is this the man that troubled the earth, that
shook kingdoms, that made the world a wilderness, and
destroyed the cities thereof, that cpened not the prison to
his prisoners? All the kinds of the nations have all of them
slept in glory, every one in his own house. But thou art
cast out of thy grave, as an unprofitable branch defiled, and
wrapped up among them that were slain by the sword, and
art gone down to the bottom of the pit, as a rotten carcass”
(14: 9-19).cf. 11:4; 66:15 ff.

210. Jeremias

Prophesy 9 in our earlier work deals at length with false
prophets and speaks of terrible chastisements that will fol-
low widespread evils. All the things foretold have not yet
been accomplished.

211. Ezechiel

Prophesy 11 like 9 mentioned above deals with false pro-
phets and chastisements. There follows the extensive ex-
tracts whence has flowed subsequent literature on Gog and
Magog.

“Son of man, set thy face against God, the land of Magog,
the chief prince of Mosoch and Thubal: and prophesy of
him, and say to him: Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I
come against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Mosoch and
Thubal...

“After many days thou shalt be visited: at the end of
years thou shalt come to the land that is returned from
the sword, and is gathered out of many nations, to the
mountains of Israel which have been continually waste: but
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it hath been brought forth out of the nations, and they
shall all ¢f them dwell securely in it. And thou shalt go up
and come like a storm, and like a cloud to cover the land,
thou and all thy bands and many people with thee.

“Thus saith the Lord God: In that day projects shall enter
into thy heart, and thou shalt conceive a mishievous design.
And thou shalt say: I will go up to the land which is without
a wall, I will come to them that are at rest, and dwell
securely : all these dwell without a wall, they have no bars
nor gates: To take spoils and lay hold on the prey, to lay
thy hand upon them that had been wasted, and afterwards
restored, and upon the people that is gathered out of the
nations, which hath begun to possess and to dwell in the
midst cf the earth.

“Saba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tharsis, and all
the lions thereof shall say to thee: Art thou to take spoils?
behold, thou hast gathered thy multitude to take a prey, to
take silver, and gold, and to carry away goods and substance,
and to take rich spoils.

“Therefore, thou scn of man, prophesy and say to Gog:
Thus saith the Lord God: Thou shalt not know, in that
day, when my people of Israel shall dwell securely? And
thou shalt come out of thy place from the northern parts,
thou, and many people with thee, all of them riding upon
hcrses, a great company and a mighty army. And thou shalt
come upon my people of Israel like a cloud, to cover the
earth. Thou shalt be in the latter days, and I will bring thee
upon my land: that the nations may know me, when I shall
be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.

“Thus saith the Lord God: Thou then art he, of whom I
have spoken in the days ¢f old, by my servants the prophets
of Israel, who prophesied in the days of those times that I
would bring thee upon them. And it shall come to pass in
that day, in the day of the coming of Gog upon the land of
Israel, saith the Lord God, that my indignation shall come
up in my wrath, And I have spoken in my zeal, and in the
fire of my anger, that in that day there shall be a great
commotion upon the land of Israel: So that the fishes of the
sea, and the birds of the air, and the beasts of the field,
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and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the ground,
and all men that are upon the face of the earth, shall be
moved by my presence: and the mountains shall be thrown
down, and the hedges shall fall, and every wall shall fall to
the ground. And I will call in the sword against him in all
my mountains, saith the Lord God; every man’s sword shall
be pointed against his brother. And I will judge him with
pestilence, and with blood, and with violent rain, and vast
hailstones: I will rain fire and brimstone upon him, and
upon his army, and upon the many nations that are with him,
And I will be magnified, and I will be sanctified: and I will
be known in the eyes of many nations: and they shall know
that I am the Lord.

“And thou, son c¢f man, prophesy against Gog, and say:
Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I come against thee, O Gog,
the chief prince of Mosch and Thubal. And I will turn thee
rcund, and I will lead thee out, and will make thee go up
from the northern parts: and will bring thee upon the moun-
tains of Israel. And I will break thy bow in thy left hand,
and I will cause thy arrows to fall out of thy right hand.
Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou and all
thy bands, and thy nations that are with thee: I have given
thee to the wild beasts, to the birds, and to every fowl, and
to the beasts of the earth to be devoured. Thou shalt fall
upon the face of the field: for I have spoken it, saith the
Lord God.

“And I will send a fire on Magog, and on them that dwell
confidently in the islands: and they shall know that I am
the Lord. And I will make my holy name known in the
midst of my people of Israel, and my holy name shall be
profaned no more: and the Gentiles shall know that I am the
Lord, the Holy One of Israel...

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give
Gog a noted place for a sepulchre in Israel: the valley of
the passengers on the east of the sea, which shall cause
astonishment in them that pass by: and there shall they
bury Gog, and all his multitude, and it shall be called the
valley of the multitude of Gog. ..

“And all the people of the land shall bury him, and
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it shall be unto them a noted day, wherein I was glorified,
saith the Lord God . ..

“And I will set my glory among the nations: and all na-
tions shall see my judgment that I have executed, and my
hand that I have laid upon them. And the house of Israel
shall know that I am the Lord their God from that day
forward” (38: 1to39: 22).c¢f.7: 11 and 28.

212. Daniel

Neither the Prophet Daniel nor any other pre-Christian
author has used the werd Antichrist. In fact that word is
used in but one context of the New Testament. It does not
appear at all in the Apoclypse. Despite this it is universally
agreed that in the Book of Daniel we find the earliest un-
contested reference to the personage now known as Anti-
christ. It is further agreed that the Apoclypse develops
ideas that were first given to the world by the Prophet
Daniel.

a. “Behold ... a great statue . .. and the look thereof
was terrible. The head ... was ... gold ... the breast .. .
silver . . . the belly and thighs . . . brass the legs iron and
the feet part iron and part clay. A stone cut out of a moun-
tain without hands struck the statue and the feet and broke
them. Then the iron, clay, brass, silver and gold was broken
and became like chaff and were carried away by the wind
but the stone became a mountain which filled the whole
earth.

“This is . . . the interpretation . . . Thou (Nabuchodonosor
King of Babylon) art the head . . . after thee shall rise up
another kingdom (Medes and Persians), and a third king-
dom shall rule all the world (Alexander the Great), and the
fourth kingdom shall be as iron . . . (and) shall break and
destroy all these (Roman Empire).

“And whereas thou sawest the feet and the toes, part of
potter’s clay and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided,
but yet it shall take its origin from the iron, according as
thou sawest the iron mixed with the miry clay. And as the
toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, the
kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And
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whereas thcu sawest the iron mixed with miry clay, they
shall be mingled indeed together with the seed of man, but
they shall not stick fast one to another, as iron cannot be
mixed with clay.

“But in the days of those kingdoms the God of heaven
will set up a kingdom (the Church of Christ) that shall never
be destroyed, and his kingdom shall not be delivered up to
ancther people; and it shall break in pieces, and shall con-
sume all these kingdoms, and itself shall stand forever.
According as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the
mountain without hands, and broke in pieces the clay, and
the iron, and the brass, and the silver, and the gold, the
great God hath shown the king what shall come to pass
hereafter, and the dream is true, and the interpretation
thereof is faithful.” (2:31-45).

b. “Four great beasts . .. came up out of the sea. The
first was like a lioness and had wings (Chaldean Empire)
. . . another beast like a bear (Persian Empire) . .. another
like a Leopard (Grecian Empire) . . . a fourth beast terrible
and wonderful . .. It had great iron teeth (Roman Empire)
... It had ten (1) horns. I considered the horns, and behold
another little horn (2) sprung out of the midst of them: and
three of the first horns were plucked up at the presence
thereof . . . and behold eyes like the eyes. of a man were in
this horn, and a mouth speaking great things . . .

“I beheld because of the voice of the great words which
that horn spoke, and I saw that the beast was slain, and the
body thereof was destroyed, and given to the fire to be
burnt; and that the power of the other beasts was taken
away, and that times of life were appointed them for a
time, and a time.

(1) Ten kingdoms, as in Apoc. 17: 12, among which the eripire
of the fourth beast shall be parcelled. Or ten kings of the nu:nber
of the successors of Alexander, as figures of such as shall be sbout
the time of Antichrist. (Bishop Challoner note).

(2) This is commonly understood of Antichrist. It may alsc be
applied to that great persecutor Antiochus Epiphanes, figure of
Antichrist. (Bishop Challoner note).
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The Messianic Kingdom

“I beheld therefore in the vision of the night, and lo, one
like the son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and
he came even to the Ancient of days, and they presented
him before him. And he gave him power, and glory, and a
kingdom, and all peoples, tribes and tongues shall serve him.
His power is an everlasting power that shall not be taken
away, and his kingdom that shall not be destroyed.

“My spirit trembled: I Daniel was affrighted at these
things, and the visions of my head troubled me. I went near
to one of them that stood by, and asked the truth of him
concerning all these things. And he told me the interpreta-
tion of the words, and instructed me: These four great
beasts are four kingdoms, which shall arise out of the
earth. But the saints of the most high God shall take the
kingdom, and they shall possess the kingdom forever and
ever,

“After this I would diligently learn concerning the fourth
beast, which was very different from all, and exceedingly
terrible. His teeth and claws were of iron: he devoured and
broke in pieces, and the rest he stamped upon with his feet;
and concerning the ten horns that he had cn his head; and
concerning the other that came up, before which three
horns fell; and of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth
speaking great things, and was greater than the rest. I
beheld, and lo, that horn made war against the saints, and
prevailed over them, till the Ancient of days came and
gave judgment to the saints of the Most High, and the
time came, and the saints obtained the kingdom.

“And thus he said: The fourth beast shall be the fourth
kingdom upon earth, which shall be greater than all the
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread
it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten horns of the
same kingdom, shall be ten kings. And another shall rise
up after them, and he shall be mighter than the former,
and he shall bring down three kings. And he shall speak
words against the High One, and shall crush the saints of
the Most High; and he shall think himself able to change
times and laws, and they shall be delivered into his hand
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until a time, and times, and half a time. (1) And judgment
shall sit, that his power may be taken away, and be broken
in pieces, and perish even to the end, and that the kingdom,
and power, and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, may be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and
all kings shall serve him, and shall obey him.

“Hitherto is the end of the word. I Daniel was much
troubled with my thoughts, and my countenance was
changed in me, but I kept the word in my heart.” (7: 3-28).

c¢. “And out of one of them came forth a little horn: and
it became great against the south, and against the east,
and against the strength. And it was magnified even unto
the strength of heaven: and it threw down of the strength,
and of the stars, and trod upon them. And it was magnified
even to the prince of the strength: and it took away from
him the continual sacrifice, and cast down the place of his
sanctuary. And strength was given him against the contin-
ual sacrifice, because of sins: and truth shall be cast down
to the ground, and he shall do and shall prosper. And I
heard one of the saints speaking, and one saint said to an-
other, I know not to whom that was speaking: How long
shall be the vision, concerning the continual sacrifice, and
the sin of desolation that is made: and the sanctuary, and
the strength be trodden under foot? And he said to him:
Unto evening and morning two thousand three hundred
days: and the sanctuary shall be cleansed. ..

“And he said to me: I will show thee what things are to
come to pass in the end of the malediction: for the time
hathitsend...

“When iniquities shall be grown up, there shall arise a
king of a shameless face, and understanding dark sentences.
And his power shall be strengthened, but not by his own
force: and he shall lay all things waste and shall prosper,
and do more than can be believed. And he shall destroy the
mighty, and the people of the saints, According to his will,

(1) Three years and a half, which is supposed to be the length
of the duration of the persecution of Antichrist. (Bishop Challoner
note).
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and craft shall be successful in his hand: and his heart shall
be puffed up, and in the abundance of all things he shall
kill many: and he shall rise up against the prince of princes,
and shall be broken without hand. And the vision of the
evening and the morning, which was told, is true: thou
therefore seal up the vision, because it shall come to pass
after many days” (8: 9-26).

d. “Seventy weeks (1) are shortened upon thy people
and upon thy holy city, that transgression may be finished,
and sin may have an end, and iniquity may be abolished,
and everlasting justice may be brought, and vision and
prophecy may be fulfilled, and the Saint of saints may be
anointed. Know thou therefore, and take notice: that from
the going forth of the word (2) to build up Jerusalem again,
unto Christ the prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-
two weeks; and the street shall be built again, and the walls
In straitness of times. And after sixty-two weeks Christ
shall be slain; and the people that shall deny him shall not
be his, And a people with their leader (3) that shall come,
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary ; and the end thereof
shal] be' waste, and after the end of the war the appointed
desolation. And he shall confirm the covenant with many
in one week, and in the half of the week (4) the victim
and the sacrifice shall fail, and there shall be in the temple
the abomination cf desolation. And the desolation shall con-
tinue even to the consummation, and to the end.” (9: 24-27).

e. ‘“And there shall stand up in his place one despised,

(1) That is, of years or seventy times seven, that is 490 years.

(2) That is from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when by
his commandment Nehemias rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.

(3) The Romans under Titus.

(4) Because Christ preached three years and a half, and then by
His sacrifice upon the Cross abolished all the sacrifices of the Law.
The abomination of desolation: some understand this of the profa-
nation of the temple by the crimes of the Jews, and by the bloody
faction of the zealots; others think it refers to bringing the ensigns
and standards of the pagan Romans to the temple. Others distin-
guish three different times of desolation: that under Antiochus, the
destruction of the temple by the Romans, and the last near the end
of the world under Antichrist. (Bishop Challoner note).
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(1) and the kingly honor shall not be given him, and he shall
come privately, and shall obtain the kingdom by fraud . . .

“The king shall do according to his will, and he shall be
lifted up, and shall magnify himself against every god: and
he shall speak great things against the God of gods, and
shall prosper, till the wrath be accomplished. For the deter-
mination is made. And he shall make no account of the
God of his fathers: and he shall follow the lust of women,
and he shall not regard any gods: for he shall rise up against
all things. But he shall worship the God Maozim in his place:
and a god whom his fathers knew not, he shall worship with
gold, and silver, and precious stones, and things of great
price. And he shall do this to fortify Maozim with a strange
god, whom he hath acknowledged, and he shall intcrease
glory and shall give them power over many, and shall divide
the land gratis.

“And at the time prefixed the king of the south shall
fight against him, and the king of the north shall come
against him like a tempest, with chariots, and with horse-
men, and with a great navy, and he shall enter into the
countries, and shall destroy, and pass through. And he shall
enter into the glorious land, and many shall fall: and these
only shall be saved out of his hand, Edom, and Moab, and
the principality of the children of Ammon. And he shall
lay his hand upon the lands: and the land of Egypt shall
not escape. And he shall have power over the treasures of
gold, and of silver, and all the precious things of Egypt: and
he shall pass through Libya, and Ethiopia. And tidings
out of the east, and out of the north shall trouble him: and
he shall come with a great multitude to destroy and slay
many. And he shall fix his tabernacle in Apadno between the
seas, upcn a glorious and holy mountain: and shall
come even to the top thereof, and none shall help him”
(11: 21, 36-45).

(1) Antiochus Epiphanes, who at first was despised and not
received as king. What is here said of this prince, is regarded by St.
Jerome and others to pre-figure Antichrist. ( Bishop Challoner note).
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f. “But (1) at that time shall Michael rise up, the great
prince, who standeth for the children of thy people. And a
time shall come such as never was from the time that nations
began even until that time. And at that time shall thy
people be saved, everyone that shall be found written in the
book.

“And many of those that sleep in the dust of the earth,
shall awake; some unto life everlasting, and others unto
reproach, to see it always. But they that are learned shall
shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they that
instruct many to justice, as stars for all eternity.

“But-thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book,
even to the time appointed. Many shall pass over, and
knowledge shall be manifold.

“And I Daniel looked, and behold as it were two others
stood: one on this side upon the bank of the river, and
another on that side, on the other bank of the river. And I
said to the man that was clothed in linen, that stood upon
the waters of the river: How long shall it be to the end
of these wonders? And I heard the man that was clothed
in linen, that stood upon the waters of the river, when he
had lifted up his right hand, and his left hand to heaven, and
had sworn, by him that liveth forever, that it should be
unto 2 time, and times, and half a time. And when the
scattering of the band cf the holy people shall be accomp-
lished, all these things shall be finished. And I heard, and
understood not. And I said: O my Lord, what shall be after
these things? And he said: Go, Daniel, because the words
are shut up, and sealed until the appointed time. Many
shall be chosen, and made white, and shall be tried as fire;
and the wicked shall deal wickedly, and none of the wicked
shall understand, but the learned shall understand. And
from the time when the continual sacrifice shall be taken
away, and the abomination unto desolation shall be set up,
there shall be a thousand two hundred ninety days.
Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh unto a thousand

(1) Bishop Challoner heads this chapter of Daniel thus: (The
Archangel) Michael shall stand up for the people of God: with other
things relating to Antichrist, and the end of the world.

28



three hundred thirty-five days. But go thou thy ways until
the time appointed, and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy
lot unto the end of the days.”’(12:1-13).

213-216. The Minor Prophets

In the former book will be found the relative prophesies
from Joel (14), Amos (15), Micheas (16), and Zacharias
(17). They deal with divine chastisements, false prophets
and the reestablishment of Israel.

217. Malachias

“Behold I will send you Elias the prophet, before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And he
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the
heart of the children to their fathers: lest I come, and strike
the earth with anathema” (4: 5-6).

218. I Machabees
17. ‘“Elias, while he was full of zeal for the law, was
taken up into heaven” (1 Mac.2: 58).

The New Testament
In quoting this part of the Bible we have as a rule used
the most recent and to our mind the best English version,
namely the Confraternity or version issued by the Catholic
Bishops of the United States. We shall change the arrange-
ment of the prophesies somewhat so that those which fit
together may be more readily understood.

Henoch and Elias In The New Testament

We do not give here the texts concerning these two unless
they have a prophetic content, e.g. St. Luke, 4: 25-26; St.
James 5: 17-18; Hebrews 11: 5.

It will be noted that the Gospels identify St. John the
Baptist with the Elias that was to precede the coming of
Christ, but in that case St. John merely typified the Elias
that is to appear before Christ’s second coming.

219. “Suddenly he saw an angel of the Lord, standing
at the right of the altar where incense was burnt. Zachary
was bewildered at the sight, and overcome with fear; but the
angel said, Zachary, do not be afraid; thy prayer has been
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heard, and thy wife Elizabeth is to bear thee a son, to
whom thou shalt give the name of John. Joy and gladness
shall be thine, and many hearts shall rejoice over his birth,
for he is to be high in the Lord’s favour; he is to drink nei-
ther wine nor strong drink; and from the time when he is
yet a child in his mother’s womb he shall be filled with the
Holy Ghost. He shall bring back many of the sons of Israel
to the Lord their God, ushering in his advent in the spirit
and power of an Elias. He shall unite the hearts of all, the
fathers with the children, and teach the disobedient the
wisdom that makes men just, preparing for the Lord a
people fit to receive him” (Luke, 1: 5-17).

220a. ‘““Whereas all the prophets and the-law, before
John’s time, could only speak of things that were to come.
And this I tell you, if you will make room for it in your
minds, that he is that Elias whose coming was prophesied.
Listen, you that have ears to hear with” (Matthew 11:
13-15).

b. “And his disciples asked him, Tell us, why is it that
the scribes say Elias must come before Christ ? He answered,
Elias must needs come and restore all things as they were;
but I tell you this, that Elias has come already, and they did
not recognize him, but misused him at their pleasure, just
as the Son of Man is to suffer at their hands. Then the
disciples understcod that he had been speaking to them of
John the Baptist” (Mathew 17: 10-13).

221. “And they asked him, Tell us, why do the Pharisees
and scribes say Elias must come before Christ ? He answer-
ed them, Elias must needs come and restore all things as
they were; and now, what is written of the Son of Man?
That he must be much ill-used, and despised. Elias too, I
tell you, has already come, and they have misused him at
their pleasure, as the scriptures tell of him” (Mark 9:
10-12).

222, “Of these, (Godless men) among others, Henoch
was speaking, Adam’s descendant in the seventh degree,
when he preophesied, Behold, the Lord came with his saints
in their thousands, to carry out his sentence on all men,
and to convict the godless. Godless and sinners, with how
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many ungodly acts they have defied God, with how many
rebellious words have they blasphemed him” (Jude 14-15).

223. “Then I was given a reed, shaped like a wand, and
word came to me, Up, and measure God’s temple, and the
altar, and reckon up those who worship in it. But leave out
of thy reckoning the court which is outside the temple; do
not measure that, because it has been made over to the
Gentiles, who will tread the holy city under foot for the
space of forty-two mcnths. Meanwhile I will give the power
of prophecy to my two witnesses; for twelve hunderd and
sixty days they shall prophecy, dressed in sackcloth; these
are the two olive-trees, the two candlesticks thou knowest
of, that stand before him who is Lord cf the earth. Does
anyone try to hurt them? Fire will come out from their
mouths and devour such enemies of theirs; that will be the
end of all who try to do them hurt. These two have it in their
power to shut the doors of heaven, and let no rain fall dur-
ing the days of their ministry; they can turn the waters
into blood, and smite the earth with any other plague, when-
ever they will. Then, when they have borne me witness to
the full, the beast which comes up out of the abyss will
make war on them, and defeat and kill them. Their bodies
will lie in the open street, in that great city which is called
Sodom or Egypt in the language cf the prophecy; there,
too, their Lord was crucified. For three days and a half, men
of every tribe and people and language and race will gaze at
their bodies, those bodies to which they refuse burial; and
all who dwell on earth will triumph over them, and take
their ease, and send presents to one another; such a tor-
ment were these two prophets to all that dwell on the
earth. Then, after three and a half days, by God’s gift the
breath of life entered into them, and they rose to their
feet, while great dread fell on all who watched them. Then
they heard a loud voice from heaven, Come up to my side;
and, while their enemies watched them, they went up, amid
the clouds, to heaven. At that hour there was a great earth-
quake, which overthrew a tenth of the city; the count of
those who were killed by the earthquake was seven thous-

31



and, and the rest were filled with dread, and acknowledged
the glory of God in heaven’ (Apoc.11: 1-13).

224. St. Mathew On The Latter Days

a. “Yes, and you will be brought before governors and
kings on my account, so that you can bear witness beforc
them, and before the Gentiles. Only, when they hand you
over thus, do not consider anxiously what you are to say
or how you are to say it: words will be given you when the
time comes; it is not you who speak, it is the Spirit of your
Father that speaks in you. Brothers will be given up to
execution by their brothers, and children by their fathers;
children will rise up against their parents and will compass
their deaths, and you will be hated by all men because you
bear my name; that man will be saved, who endures to the
last. Only, if they persecute you in one city, take refuge
in another; I promise you, the Son ¢f Man will come beforc
vour task with the cities of Israel is ended” (10: 18-23).

b. “Afterwards, while he was sitting down on Mount
Olivet, the disciples came to him privately, and said, ‘“Tell
us, when will this be? And what sign will be given of thy
coming, and of the world being brought to an end? Jesus
answered them, Take care that you do not allow anyone to
deceive you. Many will come making use of my name; they
will say, I am Christ, and many will be deceived by it . . .

“In those days, men will give you up to persecution,
and will put you to death; all the world will be hating you
because you bear my name; whereupon many will lose
heart, will betray and hate one another. Many false prophets
will arise, and many will be deceived by them ; and the charity
of most men will grow cold, as they see wickedness abound
everywhere. ..

c. “And now, when you see that which the prophet
Daniel called the abomination of desolation, set up in the
holy place (let him who reads this, recognize what it means),
then those who are in Judaea must take refuge in the moun-
tains; not going down to carry away anything from the
house, if they are on the housetop; not going back to pick
up a cloak, if they are in the fields. It will go hard with
women who are with child, or have children at the breast,
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in those days; and you must pray that your flight may not
be in the winter, or on the sabbath day, for there will be
distress then such as has not been since the beginning of
the world, and can never be again. There would have been no
hope left for any human creature, if the number of those
days had not been cut short ; but those days will be cut short,
for the sake of the elect. At such time, if a man tells you,
See, here is Christ, or, See he is there, do not believe him.
There will be false Christs and false prophets, who will
rise up and shew great signs and wonders, so that if it were
possible, even the elect would be deceived . ..

“Immediately after the distress of those days, the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will refuse her light, and
the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers cf heaven
will rock . ..

“So you, when you see all this come about, are to know
that it is near, at your very doors . ..

“And you too must stand ready; the Son c¢f Man will
come at an hour when you are not expecting him” (24: 3-44).
cf. Mark 13:14 ; Luke 21:25 ff.

225. St. Luke On The Latter Days

a. “Henceforward five in the same house will be found
at variance, three against two and two against three; the
father will be at variance with his son, and the son with his
father, the mother against her daughter, and the daughter
against her mother, the mother-in-law against her daughter-
in-law, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law”
(12: 52-53).

b. “And to his own disciples he said, The time will come
when you will long to enjoy for a day, the Son of Man’s
presence, and it will not be granted you. Men will be saying
to you, See, he is here, or See, he is there; do not turn aside
and follow them; the Son of Man, when his time comes, will
be like the lightning which lightens from one border of
heaven to the other. But before that, he must undergo many
sufferings, and be rejected by this generation. In the days
when the Son of Man comes, all will be as it was in the days
of Noe; they ate, they drank, they married and were given
in marriage, until the day when Noe went into the ark, and
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the flood came and destroyed them all. So it was, too, in
the days of Lot; they ate, they drank, they bought and sold,
they planted and built; but on the day when Lot went out
cf Sodom, a rain of fire and brimstone came from heaven
and destroyed them all. And so it will be, in the day when
the Son of Man is revealed. In that day, if a man is on the
house-top and his goods are in the house, let him not come
down to take them with him; and if a man is in the fields,
he too must beware of turning back. Remember Lot’s wife.
The man who tries to save his own life will lose it; it is the
man who loses it that will keep it safe. I tell you, on that
night, where two men are sleeping in one bed, one will be
taken and the other left; where two women are grinding
together, one will be taken and the other left. Then they
answered him, Where, Lord? And he told them, It is where
the body lies that the eagles gather” (17: 22-37). cf. Matt.
24: 37 ff.

c. “But ah, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith left on the earth ?”’ (18: 8).

d. “And they asked him, Master, when will this be?
What sign will be given, when it is soon to be accomplished ?
Take care, he said, that you do not allow anyone to deceive
you. Many will come making use of my name; they will say,
Here I am, the time is close at hand; do not turn aside after
them. And when ycu hear of wars and revolts, do not be
alarmed by it; such things must happen first, but the end
will not come all at once. Then he told them, Nation will rise
in arms against nation, and kingdom against kingdom;
there will be great earthquakes in this region or that, and
plagues and famines; and sights of terror and great por-
tents from heaven. Before all this, men will be laying hands
on you and persecuting you; they will give you up to the
synagogues, and to prison, and drag you into the presence of
kings and governors on my account . ..

“And Jerusalem will be trodden under the feet of the
Gentiles, until the time granted to the Gentile nations has
run out” (21: 7-24).

e. “Behold, a time is coming when men will say, It is
well for the barren, for the wombs that never bore children,
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and the breasts that never suckled them. It is then that
they will begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us, and to
the hills, Cover us. If it goes so hard with the tree that is still
green, what will become of the tree that is already dried
up 7’ (23: 29-31).

226. St. John’s Gosple

a. “I have come in my Father’s name, and you give me
no welcome, although you will welecome some other, if he
comes in his own name. How should you learn to believe, you
who are content to receive honor from one another, and are
not ambitious for the honour which comes from him, who
aloneis God?”’ (5: 43-44).

b. “They will forbid you the synagogue; nay, the time
is coming when anyone who puts you to death will claim that
he is performing an act of worship to God; such things they
will do to you, because they have no kncwledge of the
Father, or of me, And I have told you this, so that when
the time comes for it to happen, you may remember that I
told you of it” (16: 2-4).

227. St. Paul’s Epistles

a. “Do not allow anycne to cheat you with empty prom-
ises; these are the very things which bring down God’s
anger on the unbelievers’ (Eph. 5:6).

b. “You must not allow anyone to cheat you by insisting
on a false humility which addresses its worship to angels.
Such a man takes his stand upon false visions; his is the
ill-founded confidence that cocmes of human speculation”
(Col. 2: 18).

c. “But there is one entreaty we wculd make of you,
brethren, as you look forward to the time when our Lord
Jesus Christ will come, and gather us in to himself. Do not
be terrified out of your senses all at once, and thrown into
confusion, by any spiritual utterance, any message or letter
purporting to come from us, which suggests that the day
of the Lord is close at hand. Do not let anyone find the
means of leading you astray. The apostasy must come first;
the champion of wickedness must appear first, destined to
inherit perdition. This is the rebel who is to lift up his head
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above every divine name, above all that men hold in rever-
ence, till at last he enthrones himself in God’s temple, and
proclaims himself as God. Do not you remember my telling
you of this, before I left your company? At present there
is a power (you know what I mean) which holds him in
check, so that he may not shew himself before the time
appointed to him; meanwhile, the conspiracy of revolt is
already at work; only, he who checks it now will be able to
check it, until he is removed from the enemy’s path. Then
it is that the rebel will shew himself; and the Lord Jesus
will destroy him with the breath of his mouth, overwhelm-
ing him with the brightness of his presence. He will come,
when he comes, with all of Satan’s influence to aid him;
there will be no lack of power, of counterfeit signs and
wonders; and his wickedness will deceive souls that are
doomed, to punish them for refusing that fellowship in the
truth which would have saved them. That is why God is
letting loose among them a deceiving influence, so that they
give credit to falsehood; he will single out for judgment
all those who refused credence to the truth, and took their
pleasure in wrongdoing” (2 Thes. 2: 1-11). cf. Eph. 6: 11 ff.

d. “We are expressly told by inspiration that, in later
days, there will be some who abandon the faith, listening
to false inspirations, and doctrines taught by the devils.
They will be deceived by the prentensions of impostors,
whose conscience is hardened as if by a searing-iron. Such
teachers bid them abstain from marriage, and from certain
kinds of food, although God has made these for the grate-
ful enjoyment of those whom faith has enabled to recog-
nize the truth. All is good that God has made, nothing is
to be rejected; only we must be thankful to him when we
partake of it” (1 Tim. 4: 1-4).

c. “It is for thee, Timothy, to keep safe what has been
enirusted to thee, avoiding these new, intruding forms of
speech, this quibbling knowledge that is knowledge only in
name; there are those who profess them, and in professing
them have shot wide of the mark which faith sets us. Grace
be with thee, Amen” (1 Tim. 6: 20-21).

f. “Be sure of this, that in the world’s last age there
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are perilous times coming. Men will be in love with self,
in love with money, boastful, proud, abusive; without rev-
erence for their parents, without gratitude, without scruple,
without love, without peace; slanderers, incontinent, strang-
ers to pity and to kindness; treacherous, reckless, full of
vain conceit, thinking rather of their pleasures than of God.
They will preserve all the outward form of religion, although
they have long been strangers to its meaning. From these,
too, turn away. They count among their number the men
that will make their way into house after house, captivating
weak women whese consciences are burdened by sin” (2 Tim.
3: 1-6).

g. “And indeed, all those who are resolved to live a
holy life in Christ Jesus will meet with persecution; while
the rogues and the mountebanks go on from bad to worse,
at once imposters and dupes” (2 Tim. 3: 12-13).

h. “The time will surely come, when men will grow
tired of sound doctrine, always itching to hear something
fresh; and so they will provide themselves with a con-
tinuous succession of new teachers, as the whim takes
them, turning a deaf ear to the truth, bestowing their at-
tention on fables instead” (Tim. 4:3-4).

i. ‘“There are many rebellious spirits abroad, who talk
of their own fantasies and lead men’s minds astray; those
especially who hold by circumcision; and they must be
silenced. They will bring ruin on entire households by false
teaching, with an eye to their own base profits. Why, one
cof themselves, a spokesman of their own, has told us, The
men of Crete were ever liars, venomous creatures, all hungry
belly and nothing besides; and that is a true account of
them. Be strict, then, in taking them to task, so that they
may be soundly established in the faith, instead of paving
attention to these Jewish fables, these rules laid down for
them by human teacher who will not look steadily.at the
truth” (Titus 1: 10-14).

228. St. Peter
“Remember always that in the last days mocking de-

ceivers must needs come, following the rule of their own
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appetites, who will ask, What has become of the promise
that he would appear? Ever since the fathers went to their
rest, all is as it was from the foundation of the world. They
are fain to forget how, long ago, heaven stood there, and
an earth which God’s word had made with water for its
origin, water for its frame; and those were the very means
by which the world, as it then was, came to perish over-
whelmed by water. That same word keeps heaven and earth,
as they now are, stored up, ready to feed the fire on the
day when the godless will be judged, and perish. But one
thing, beloved, you must keep in mind, that with the Lord
a day counts as a thousand years, and a thousand years
count as a day. The Lord is not being dilatory over his
promise, as some think; he is only giving you more time,
because his will is that all of you should attain repentance,
not that some should be lost” (2 Peter 3: 3-9).

229. St. John’s Epistles

It is only in these two short missives that, the name
Antichrist appears in Biblical literature. Moreover these are
the earliest works in which that name is found. The very
words of St. John, however, indicate that the Apostle did
not coin the expression nor originate the idea. He says that
his readers have already been told that Antichrist will come.
In these epistles too we find the first clear indication that
we are to distinguish between Antichrists of minor stature
and the Antichrist.

a. “Not all prophetic spirits, brethren, deserve your cre-
dence; you must put them to the test, to see whether they
come from God. Many false prophets have made their ap-
pearance in the world. This is the test by which God’s
Spirit is to be recognized; every spirit which acknowledges
Jesus Christ as having come to us in human flesh has
God for its author; and no spirit which would disunite
Jesus comes from God. This is the power of Antichrist,
whose coming you have been told to expect; now you must
know that he is here in the world already. You, little chil-
dren, who take your origin from God, have gained the
mastery over it; there is a stronger power at work in you,
than in the world. Those other, belonging to the world, speak
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the world’s language, and the world listens to them; we
belong to God, and a man must have knowledge of God if he
is to listen to us; if he does not belong to God, he does not
listen to us at all. That is the test by which we distinguish
the true Spirit from the false spirit. Beloved, let us love
one another; love springs from God; no one can love with-
out being born of God, and knowing God. How can the man
who has no love have any knowledge of God, since God is
love? (1John 4: 1-8).

b. “Many false teachers have appeared in the world,
who will not acknowldege that Jesus Christ has come in
human flesh; here is the deceiver you were warned against,
here is Antichrist’’(2 John 7).

230. St. Jude

“What defilement there is in their banquets, as they fare
sumptuously at your side, shepherds that feed themselves
without scruple! They are clouds with no water in them,
driven before the winds, autumn trees that bear no fruit,
given over anew to death, plucked up by the roots; they are
fierce waves of the sea, with shame for their crests, wan-
dering stars, with eternal darkness and storm awaiting
them. Of these, among others, Henoch was speaking, Adam’s
descendant in the seventh degree, when he prophesied,
Behold, the Lord came with his saints in their thousands, to
carry out his sentence on all men, and to convict the godless.
Godless and sinners, with how many ungodly acts they
have defied God, with how many rebellious words have
they blasphemed him! Such men go about whispering and
complaining, and live by the rule of their own appetites;
meanwhile, their mouths are ready with fine phrases, to
flatter the great when it serves their ends.

But as for you, beloved, keep in mind the warnings given
you long since by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; how
they told you, that mocking spirits must needs appear in
the last age, who would make their own ungodly appetites
into a rule of life. Such are the men who now keep them-
selves apart; animal natures, without the life of the
Spirit” (12-19).
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231. The Apocalypse

As we have noted before the chief Biblical source of in-
formation on the reign of Antichrist is this last book by the
Apostle St. John. In a way his work is a commentary on what
the Old Testament, especially Daniel, has to say about the
last days. But of course it is much more. It completes all
the Biblical prophesies concerning events that had not
yet happened when it was written, namely some sixty-five
years after the death of Our Lord.

Many commentaries have been written on this last book
of Sacred Scripture and it is without doubt the most difficult
book to understand. This is quite natural. The prophet him-
self need not have understood and most likely did not under-
stand anything more about the material than what he
actually committed to writing. As a result there was very
little that he could explain to his disciples by word of mouth
so that they could form a traditional method of interpreta-
tion such as was the case with non-prophetic books.

This is about what one would expect. Most of the book
had little or no message for the author or his contempor-
aries. It spoke to generations yet unborn just as had the
Great Isaias, Jeremias and Daniel. When the generations for
whom it was chiefly intended would come into being the
true author of all true prophesy, the Holy Spirit, would
in his own ways allow his elect to take from the text the
knowledge that had from the beginning been concealed
therein. In this then is to be found the reason why the
magisterium of the Church which is based directly on tra-
dition in all matters of doctrine and morals must depend
largely on experience and the interpretation of signs when
there is a question of unfulfilled or only partially fulfilled
prophesy.

In choosing a commentary for reproduction in this book
we have selected one written by a twentieth century per-
sonage, who seems to be a humble, realistic man and whose
work is declared of Church Authority to contain nothing
contrary to the Faith. It must, naturally, be remembered
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that most parts of his commentary, as well as those of
other authors, are purely private opinions (1).

a. “Then, in my vision, he broke the sixth seal; and
with that there was a great earthquake, and the sun grew
dark as sackcloth, and the whole moon blood-red; the stars
of heaven fell to earth, like unripe fruit shaken from a
fig tree, when a high wind rocks it; the sky folded up like
a scroll, and disappeared; no mountain, no island, but was
removed from its place. The kings of the world with their
noblemen and their captains, men of wealth and of strength,
all alike, slaves and free men, took shelter in caves and
rockfastnesses among the hills. Fall on us, they said to the
hills and the rocks, and hide us from the presence of Him
who sits on the throne, and from the vengeance of the
Lamb. Which of us can stand his ground, now that the
great day, the day of their vengeance, has come? (6: 12-17).

b. “And when the second angel sounded, it was as if a
great mountain, all in flames, fell into the sea, turning a
third part of the sea into blood, (cf. Ex. 7:20 ff) and killing
a third of all the creatures that live in the sea, and wreck-
ing a third of the ships. And when the third angel sounded,
a great star fell from heaven, (cf. Is. 14-12) burning like
a torch, fell upon a third part of the rivers, and on the
springs of the water. The name of this star is Wormwood:
(cf. Jer. 9:15) and it changed a third of the water into
wormwood, till many died of drinking the water, so bitter
had it become. And when the fourth angel sounded, a third
of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars
were smitten with darkness, so that the day must go with-
out light for a third of its length, and the night too. (cf. Ex.
10:21-23) And I heard, in my vision, words spoken by an
eagle that flew across the middle part of heaven, crying
aloud, Woe, woe, woe to all that dwell on earth, when those
other calls are sounded by the three angels whose trumpets
have yet to sound” (8:8-13).

(1) This commentary will be found below under prophesy number
359. It may be well to read it in conjunction with the Sacred
text, that is to read after each section of the text the section of the
commentary that relates to it.
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c. “They were not to injure the grass on the land, the
green things that grew there, or the trees; they were to
attack men, such men as did not bear God’s mark on their
foreheads. These they had no power to kill, only to inflict
pain on them during a space of five months; such pain as
a man feels when he has been stung by a scorpion. (When
those days come, men will be looking for the means of death,
and there will be no finding it; longing to die, and death
will always give them the slip). The semblance of thesc
locusts was that of horses caparisoned for war; on their
heads they wore a kind cf circlet that shone like gold, and
their faces were like human faces; they had their hair like
women’s ‘hair, and teeth like lions’ teeth. They wore breast-
plates that might have been of iron, and the noise of their
wings was like the noise of chariots, drawn at full speed by
many horses into battle. It was their tails and the stings in
their tails that made them like scorpions, and with thesec
they were empowered to do men hurt for a space of five
months. And they fought under a king; their king was the
angel of the abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, in
Greek Apollyon, that is, in Latin, the Exterminator. Of the
three woes that were pronounced, one is now past; the two
others are still to come.

And when the sixth angel sounded, I heard a voice that
came from the four corners of the golden altar which stands
in the presence of God. It said to the sixth angel, as he stood
there with his trumpet, Release the four angels who are
imprisoned by the great river, the river Euphrates. So these
were released, four angels who were awaiting for the year,
the month, the day, the hour, when they were to destroy a
third part of mankind. And the muster of the armies that
followed them on horseback (for I heard their muster
called) was twenty thousand armies of ten thousand. This
is what I saw in my vision of the horses and of their riders;
the riders had breastplates of fiery red, and blue, and brim-
tone yellow, and the horses’ heads seemed like the heads of
lions, with fire and smoke and brimstone coming out of
their mouths. This fire, this smcke, this brimstone that came
out of their mcuths were three plagues, from which a third
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part of mankind perished. The power these horses have to
do mischief lies in their mouths and in their tails; their
tails are like serpents, with serpent’s heads, and they use
them to do hurt. The rest of mankind, that did not perish
by these plagues, would not turn away from the things their
own hands fashioned; still worshipped evil spirits, false
gods of gold and silver and brass and stone and wood, that
can neither see, nor hear, nor move. Nor would they repent
of the murders, the sorceries, the fornications, and the
thefts which they committed” (9:4-21).

d. “And now I saw a second angel of sovereign strength
coming down from heaven, with a cloud for his vesture, and
a rainbow about his head; with a face bright as the sun, and
feet like pillars of fire. He carried in his hand an open book.
Setting his right foot on the sea, and his left on the dry
land, he cried with a loud voice, like the roaring of a lion;
and as he cried, the seven thunders of heaven made their
voices heard. And I, when the seven thunders had finished
their utterance, was making as if to write it down, when
I heard a voice say from heaven, Do not write down the
message of the seven thunders, keep it sealed. Then that
angel, whom I had already seen with his feet on the sea and
on the dry land, lifted up his right hand towards heaven,
and swore an oath by him who lives through endless ages,
who made heaven and all that is in heaven, earth and all
that is on earth, the sea and all that is in the sea. He swore
that there should be no more waiting; when the time came
for the seventh angel to make himself heard, as he stood
ready to sound his trumpet, God’s secret design, made known
by his servants the prophets, would be accomplished. Then
once more I heard the voice speaking to me from Heaven,
thus: Go and take the open book from the hand of that
angel, whose feet are on the sea and on the dry land. So
I went to the angel, bidding him give me the book. Take it,
he said, and eat it; it will turn thy belly sour, though in thy
mouth it be as sweet as honey. So I took the book from the
angel’s hand and ate it; it was sweet as honey in my mouth,
but my belly turned sour once I had eaten it’”’ (10-1-10).

e. “Then, when they have borne me witness to the full,
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the beast which comes up out of the abyss will make war on
them, and defeat and kill them . ..

“At that hour there was a great earthquake, which over-
threw a tenth of the city; the count ¢f those who were killed
by the earthquake was seven thousand, and the rest were
filled with dread, and acknowledged the glory of God in
heaven (11:7-13).

f. “And now, in heaven, a great portent appeared; a
woman that wore the sun for her mantle, with the moon
under her feet, and a crown of twelve stars about her head.
She had a child in her womb and was crying out as
she travailed, in great pain of her delivery. Then a second
portent appeared in heaven; a great dragon was there, fiery
red, with seven heads and ten horns, and on each of the
seven heads a royal diadem; his tail dragged down a third
part of the stars in heaven, and flung them to earth. And
he stood fronting the woman who was in child-birth, ready
to swallow up the child as soon as she bore it. She bore a son,
the son who is to herd the nations like sheep with a crook
of iron; and this child of hers was caught up to God, right
up to his throne, while the mother fled into the wilderness,
where Ged had prepared a place of refuge for her, and
there, for twelve hundred and sixty days, she is to be kept
safe.

“Fierce war broke out in heaven, where Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his angels
fought on their part, but could not win the day, or stane
their ground in heaven any longer; the great dragon, ser-
pent of the primal age, was flung down to earth, and his
angels with him” (12: 1-9).

g. “Rejoice over it, heaven, and all you that dwell in
heaven; but woe to you, earth and sea, now that the devil
has come down upon you, full of malice, because he knows
how brief is the time given him. So the dragon, finding him-
self cast down to earth, went in pursuit of the woman, the
boy’s mother; but the woman was given two wings, such
as the great eagle has, to speed her flight into the wilder-
ness, to her place cf refuge, where for a year, and two years,
and half a year she will be kept hidden from the serpent’s
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view. Thereupon the serpent sent a flood of water out of
his mouth in pursuit of the woman, to carry her away on
its tide; but the earth came to the woman’s rescue. The
earth gaped wide, and swallowed up this flood which the
dragon had sent cut of his mouth. So, in his spite against
the woman, the dragon went elsewhere to make war on the
rest of her children, the men who keep God’s commandments,
and hold fast to the truth concerning Jesus. And he stood
there waiting on the sea beach” (12: 12-18).

h. “And out of the sea, in my vision, a beast came up to
land, with ten horns and seven heads, and on each of its ten
horns a royal diadem; and the names it bore on its heads
were names of blasphemy. This beast which I saw was like
a leopard, but it had bear’s feet and a lion’s mouth. To it
the dragon gave the strength that was his, and great domin-
ion. One of his heads, it seemed, had been mortally wounded,
but this deadly wound had been healed. And now the whole
world went after the beast in admiration, falling down and
praising the dragon for giving the beast all this dominion;
praising the beast too.

“Who is a match for the beast? they asked; Who is fit to
make war upon him? And he was given power of speech, to
boast and blaspheme with, and freedom to work his will
for a space of forty-two months. So he began to utter blas-
phemy against God, blasphemy against his name, against
his dwelling-place and all those who dwell in heaven. He was
allowed, too, to levy war on the saints, and to triumph over
them. The dominion given to him extended over all tribes
and peoples and languages and races; all the dwellers on
earth fell down in adoration c¢f him, except those whose
names the Lamb has written down in his book of life, the
Lamb slain in sacrifice ever since the world was made.

“Listen to this, you that have ears to hear with. The captor
will go into captivity ; he who slays with the sword must him-
self be slain with the sword. Such good ground have the
saints for their endurance. and for their faithfulness (13:
1-10).

i, “Then, from the land itself, I saw another beast come
up; it had two horns like a lamb’s horns, but it roared like
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a dragon. And it stood in the presence of the former beast,
to carry out all that it was empowered to do, bidding the
world and all its inhabitants worship the former beast, that
beast whose deadly wound was healed. Such wonders could
it accomplish, that it brought down fire, before men’s eyes,
from heaven to earth; and by these wonders, which it was
enabled to do in its masters’ presence, it deluded the inhab-
itants of the wcrld, bidding those who dwell in it set up an
image to that beast which was smitten with the sword, and
lived. Further, it was able to put life into that beast’s image,
so that even the beast’s image uttered speech; and if any-
one refused to worship the image of the beast, it had him put
to death. All alike, little and great, rich and poer, free men
and slaves, must receive a mark from him on their right
hands, or on their foreheads, and none might buy cr sell,
unless he carried this mark, which was the beast’s name, or
the number that stands for his name. Here is room for
discernment; let the reader, if he has the skill, cast up the
sum of the figures in the beast’s name, after our human
fashion, and the number will be six hundred and sixty-six”
(13: 11-18).

j. ‘“And these were followed by a third angel, who cried
aloud, Whoever worships the beast and his image, or wears
the beast’s mark on forehead or hand, he too shall drink;
but the wine he shall drink is God’s anger, untempered
wine poured out in the cup of his vengeance. Fire and brim-
stone shall be his torment, in the presence of the holy angels,
in the presence of the Lamb. The smoke of their torment
goes up for ever and ever; day and night no rest is theirs,
who worshipped the beast and his image, who bore the mark
of his name” (14: 9-11).

k. “Then, in my vision, a white cloud appeared; and on
this cloud sat one who seemed like a son of man, with a
crown of gold on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand.
And now, from the temple, came another angel, crying out
to him who sat on the cloud, Put in thy sickle, and reap; the
crop of earth is dry, and the time has come to reap it. So
he who sat on the cloud put in his sickle, and earth’s harvest
was reaped. Then another angel came from the heavenly
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temple; he too had a sharp sickle. And from the altar came
another angel, the same that had power over the fire on it,
and cried out to the angel with the sharp sickle, Put in thy
sharp sickle, and gather the grapes from the earth’s vine-
vard; its clusters are ripe. So the angel put in his sickle over
the earth, and gathered in earth’s vintage, which he drew
into the great winepress of God’s anger; and when the
winepress was trodden out, away from the city, blood came
from the winepress, and reached as high as a horse’s bridle,
sixteen hundred furlongs off” (14: 14-20).

1. “The first angel went on his errand, pouring out his
cup on to the earth; whereupon an ulcer broke cut, malig-
nant and troublesome, upon all the men who bore the beast’s
mark, and worshipped his image. And the second angel
poured out his cup over the sea, where it turned into blood,
as if murder had been done there, till every living creature
in the sea was dead. And the third poured cut his cup over
the rivers and the springs of water where it turned into
blood. Then I heard the angel of the waters cry out, Holy
thou art, O Lord, and wast ever holy, and this is a just
award of thine, blood to drink for those who have shed the
blocd of thy saints and prophets; it is their due” (16: 2-6).

m. “The fourth angel poured out his cup over the sun,
which thereupon was given the power to afflict mankind
with burning heat; and in the great heat which burned
them, men blasphemed the name of God, who disposes of
these plagues, instead of repenting and giving praise to him.
And the fifth angel poured out his cup where the beast’s
throne was; and with that, all the beast’s kingdom was
turned into darkness, in which men sat biting their tongues
in pain, finding cause to blaspheme the God of heaven in
their pains and their ulcers, instead of finding cause for
repentence in their ill deeds. And the sixth angel poured
out his cup over the great river Euphrates, whose waters
were dried up, to make a passage for the kings that march
from the East.

“Then, in my vision, three unclean spirits appeared in the
form of frogs; one from the mouth c¢f the dragon, one
from the mouth of the beast, and one from the mouth of the
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false prophet. These are the devilish spirits that can do
miracles, and find access to all the kings of the world, bid-
ding them meet in battle when the great day comes, the
day of the almighty God. (Behold, I come as the thief
comes ; blessed is he that keeps watch, and is ready clad, so
that he has no need to go naked, and be ashamed in men’s
sight) The place where they are bidden to meet is the
place called in Hebrew, Armegedon.” (16: 8-6).

n. “And the seventh angel poured out his cup over the
air. Then a loud voice came out of the shrine, a voice which
cried from the throne, It is over; and there were lightnings
and mutterings and thunder, and a violent earthquake; since
men came into the world there was never an earthquake so
great and so violent as this. The great city broke in three
pieces, while the cities of the heathen came down in ruins.
And God did not forget to minister a draught of his wine, his
avenging anger, to Babylon, the great city” (16: 17-19).

o. ‘“And now one of the angels that bear the seven cups
came and spoke to me. Come with me, he said, and I will
show thee how judgment is pronounced on the great
harlot, that sits by the meeting place of many rivers.
The kings of the world have committed fornication with
her; all the dwellers on earth have been drunk with the
wine of her dalliance.

“Then, in a trance he carried me off into the wilderness,
where I saw a woman riding on a scarlet beast, scrawled
over with the names of blasphemy; it had seven heads and
ten horns. The woman went clad in purple and scarlet, all
hung about with gold and jewels and pearls, and held a
gclden cup in her hand, full to the brim with those abomi-
nations of hers, with the lewdness of her harlot’s ways.
There was a title written over her forehead, The mystic
Babylon, great mother-city of all harlots, and all that is
abominable on earth. I saw this woman drunk with the blood
of saints, the blood of those who bore witness to Jesus;
and I was filled with great wonder at the sight.

“But the angel said to me, Why dost thou find cause for
wonder? I will disclose to thee the mystery of this woman,
and of the beast she rides, with its seven heads and ten
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horns. The beast thou sawest is that which lived once, and
now is dead; soon it must rise from the abyss, and find its
way to utter destruction. The sight of this beast which lived
once, and now is dead, will strike awe into every dweller on
earth, except those whose names have been written, before
the world was, in the book of life. Here is need for a dis-
cerning mind. These seven heads are seven hills; upon
these the woman sits enthroned. They are also seven kings;
of these, five have fallen already, one is reigning now ; the
last has not yet come, but when he does, his reign will be
a short one. And the beast which lived once and now is
dead must be reckoned as the eighth, yet it is one of the
seven; now it is to find its way to utter destruction.

“And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings,
who have not yet received their royal title, but are to en-
joy such power as kings have, for one hour, in succession to
the beast. All of them have a single policy; they surrender
to the beast the power and the dominion which is theirs.
And they will fight against the Lamb, but the Lamb will
have the mastery of them; he is Lord cf all lords, King of
all kings; whoever is called, is chosen, is faithful, will take
his part.

“Then he told me, These waters in thy vision at whose
meeting the harlot sits enthroned, are all her peoples, na-
tions, and languages. And the ten horns, which the beast
had in thy vision, will become the harlot’s enemies ; they will
lay her waste, and strip her quite bare, eat her flesh away,
and then burn what is left of her. God has put it into their
hearts to carry out his design, and to give their dominion
over to the beast, so that at last all the words of God may
be fulfilled. And as for the woman of thy vision, she is
that great city that bears rule over the rulers of the earth”
(17: 1-18).

p. ‘“After this I saw another angel, entrusted with
great power, come down from heaven; earth shone with
the glory of his presence. And he cried aloud, Babylon,
great Babylon is fallen; she has become the abode of devils,
the stronghold of all unclean spirits, the eyrie of all birds
that are unclean and hateful to man. The whole world has
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drunk the maddening wine of her fornication; the kings of
the earth have lived in dalliance with her, and its merchants
have grown rich through her reckless pleasures. And now
I heard another vcice from heaven, say, Come out of her,
my people, that you may not be involved in her guilt, nor
share the plagues that fall upon her. Her guilt mounts up
to heaven; the Lord has kept her sins in remembrance.
Deal with her as she has dealt with you; repay her twice
for all she has done amiss; brew double measure for her in
the cup she has brewed for others; requite her with anguish
and sorrow for all her pride and luxury. She tells herself,
Here I sit enthroned like a queen, widowhood is not for me,
I shall never know what it is to mourn; and all her plagues
shall come upon her in one day, death and mourning and
famine, and she will be burned to the ground; such power
has the God who is her judge. How they will weep over her
and beat their breasts, those kings of the earth who once
lived in dalliance and took their pleasures with her, as they
see the smoke rise where she burns! Standing at a distance,
for fear of sharing her punishment, they will cry out, Alas,
Babylon the great, alas, Babylon the strong, in one brief
hour judgment has come upon thee!” (18: 1-10).

q. “After this I heard, as it seemed, the voices of count-
less multitudes crying out in heaven, Alleluia; salvation and
glory and power belong to our God; his sentence is ever
true and just, and now he has given sentence against the
great harlot, who poisoned the earth with her harlot’s ways;
now he has called her to account for the blcod of his ser-
vants. And again they cried, Alleluia, the smoke of her
burning goes up everlastingly’” (19: 1-3).

r. “And then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth
muster their armies, to join battle with the rider on the
white horse and the army which followed him. The beast
was made prisoner and with it the false prophet that did
miracles in its presence, deluding all those who bore the
beast’s mark and worshipped its image; and both were
thrown alive into the fiery lake that burns with brimstone.
All the rest were slain by the sword of that horseman, the
sword that comes from his mouth; and all the birds feasted
royally on their flesh” (19: 19-21).
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CHAPTER 11

EARLIEST PRIVATE PROPHESY

Introductory Remarks

In dividing the prophetic texts into Scriptural and non-
Scriptural instead of Secriptural, Patristic and Private pro-
phesies we have been influenced by the Theologians who
claim that there are very few notions about Antichrist on
which the Fathers of the Church agree. Since such is the
case we must consider all that matter on which they disa-
gree or seem to disagree as private interpretation of Scrip-
tural prophesy and therefore as open to question.

The fact, however, that the sayings of the Fathers, which
in fact have the value of Tradition, are found in this section
is not to be taken to mean any disrespect on our part. We
have chosen for the reason given above and for convenience
to put all non-Scriptural prophesy in chronological order.
Our readers will readily distinguish the ideas on which all
agree from those which are controverted or at least express-
ed by only one or other prophet or commentator.

Likewise we have put all texts on one level, so to speak:
Those who do not claim the gift of prophesy and those
who do, those who most certainly merit our attention and
those of quite doubtful nature. This too is necessitated not
only by convenience but by the fact that our purpose is to
give our readers all the texts we could lay our hands on so
that within the compass of one book it would be possible
for all to survey at first hand the thinking of the whole
Christian world on the Antichrist through the ages. We
have only this caution to add: Be very careful not to put
great faith in statements of a private nature eminating
from only one source unless you have the proper Ecclesias-
tical guarantee that the source in question merits special
credence.

We have deliberately omitted the ravings of the 16th and
17th Century fanatics who wasted much good paper trying
to absolve themselves by making the papacy Antichrist.
Even all their own followers have long since repudiated
their bigotry. And likewise we omit the rantings of certain
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sect leaders of our own day who try to revive the papal
Antichrist legend by choosing some letters alleged to be on
the tiara and omitting others. Let us take all or none.

We finally consign to the ash can the trash ground out
on sectarian presses which chooses dates for the second
coming of Christ and changes them as the fixed dates
arrive. We even turn a deaf ear to sectarian speeches which
put the Second Coming just around the corner and the
preachers and their flock in white robes waiting with out-
stretched arms while the rest of mankind are gathered up
by the Avenger. The reason is evident: God has reserved
for himself a knowledge of exact dates and we believe even
of approximate times. Signs he tells us, he will give, Signs
which the elect alone, but all the elect, high and low, will
recognize. So let us be content to do exactly as He says
“Watch and pray, for ye know not the day nor the hour.”

Jewish Apocrapha

233. Book of Enoch (170 B.C.)

a. “The Lord said unto Michael: Go, bind Semjaza and
his associates who have united themselves with women so
as to have defiled themselves with them in all their unclean-
ness. And when their sons have slain one another, and they
have seen the destruction of their beloved ones, bind them
fast for seventy generations in the valleys of the earth, till
the day of their judgment and of their consummation, till
the judgment that is forever and ever is consummated. In
those days they shall be led to the abyss of fire: (and) to
the torment and the prison in which they shall be confined
forever. And whosoever shall be condemned and destroyed
will from henceforth be bound together with them to the
end of all generations. And destroy all the spirits of the
reprobate and the children of the Watchers, because they
have wronged mankind. Destroy all wrong from the face
of the earth and let every evil work come to an end: and
let the plant of righteousness and truth appear: and it
shall prove a blessing; the works of righteousness and
truth shall be planted in truth and jcy for ev.rmore (10:
11-16).
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b. “Enoch was hidden, and no one of the children of
men knew where he was hidden . . . His activities had to do
with the Watchers and his days were with the holy ones . ..”
(12: 1).

¢. “And Enoch was raised aloft on the chariots of the
spirit and his name vanished among them . ..” (70: 1, 2).

d. ‘“When sin and righteousness, blasphemy and violence
and all kind of deeds increase, and apostasy in transgression
and uncleanness increase, a great chastisement shall come
from heaven” (91:7).

e. “I was born the seventh in the first week, while
justice reigned yet upon the earth.

“And after me, in the second week will come a great evil
(the deluge) and in that week the first consummation will
take place. Then one man will be saved. And after this week,
injustice will again grow.

“And then, in the third week, towards its end, a man
shall be chosen, (Abraham) as a plant of just judgment, and
he will then grow as a plant in justice for all eternity.

“Then, in the fourth week, towards its end, the visions of
the holy and just will appear, and a law for all generations,
and an ark (enclos?) shall be prepared for them.

“Then, in the fifth week, towards its end, a House of
Glory and domination shall be built for eternity.

“Then, in the sixth week, those who live in that time
shall be all blinded and their hearts shall fall into iniquity,
far frem wisdom, and then, a Man will ascend to Heaven;
and at the end of this week the house of domination shall be
destroyed by fire, and the race of the powerful root shal*
be dispersed.

“Then, in the seventh week, a perverse generation shall
arise, — many will be their works, but all shall be wor s of
abomination. And at the end of this week the just brarches
of the plant of just shall be chosen, for the end that the
science of God’s Creation shall be given them a hundred-fold
— for who is the child of man who can hear the voice of
the Holy One without being moved, and who can think dis
thoughts, and who can contemplate all the works of heaven?
Who is he who can see the heavens, and who is he that
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may know the works of heaven? And how could he see a
soul or a spirit, and how could he speak of such, how could he
rise to see their workings or act as they do? And who is the
child of man who may know the length or the breadth of
heaven, or upon what base it is founded, how great is the
number of stars and where they rest, the lights of heaven.

“Then there will be ancther week, the eighth. This week
shall be that of justice, and a sword shall be given (to
justice?) that judgment may be accomplished and the op-
pressors and the sinners will be broken by the hands of the
just, and towards the end of this week, the just shall acquire
dwelling-places because of their justice, and a house shall be
erected for the great King, of an eternal splendor.

“And after this, in the ninth week, the judgment of the
just shall be unveiled to all men, throughout the universe,
and all the werks of the impious shall disappear from the
earth and the number inscribed for perdition, and all men
shall see the path of righteousness.

“And then, in the tenth week, at its seventh part, will take
place the great eternal Judgment. He shall exercise judg-
ment and vengeance amid the angels. And then the first
heaven shall disappear and pass away, and a new heaven
will appear, and all the powers of heaven shall shine eter-
nally, seven times greater, and after this week shall come
weeks, numerous weeks, which shall pass on, innumerable,
and eternal, for kindness and justice, and from thence, sin
will be no longer named forever.” (93: 1-14; 91: 12-17).

f. “Woe to you, ye rich, for ye have trusted in your
riches, and from your riches shall ye depart, because ye have
not remembered the Most High in the days of your riches.”

g. “Woe to you who work godlessness, and glory in
lying and extol them: ye shall perish, and no happy life
shall be ycurs. Woe to them who pervert the words of up-
rightness, and transgress the eternal law, and transform
themselves into what they were not (into sinners): they
shall be trodden under foot and upon the earth. In those days
make ready, ye righteous, to raise your prayers as a memor-
ial, and place them as a testimony before the angels, that
they may place the sin of the sinners for a memorial before
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the Mcest High. In those days the nations shall be stirred up,
and the families of the nations shall arise on the day of
destruction. And in those days the destitute shall go forth
and carry off their children, and they shall abandon them,
so that their children shall perish through them: Yea, they
shall abandon their children (that are still) sucklings, and
not return to them, and shall have no pity on their beloved
ones. And again I swear tc you, ye sinners, that sin is pre-
pared for a day of unceasing bloodshed. And they who wor-
ship stones, and grave images of gold and silver and wood
(and stone) and clay, and those who worship impure spirits
and demons and all kinds of idols nct according to knowl-
edge, shall get no manner of help from them. And they shall
become godless by reason of the folly of their hearts, and
their eyes shall be blinded through the fear of their hearts
and through visions in their dreams. Through these they
shall become godless and fearful; for they shall have
wrought all their work in a lie, and shall have worshipped
a stone: therefore in an instant shall they perish. But in
those days blessed are all they who accept the words of wis-
dom, and understand them, and observe the paths of the
Most High, and walk in the path of His righteousness, ana
become not gcdless with the godless; for they shall be saved.
Woe to you who spread evil to your neighbors; for you shall
be slain in Sheol. Woe to you who make deceitful and false
measures, and (to them) who cause bitterness on the
earth; for they shall thereby be utterly consumed. Woe tc
you who build your houses through the grevious toil of
others, and all their building materials are the bricks anc
stones of sin; I tell you ye shall have no peace. Woe to them
who reject the measure and eternal heritage of their fa:hers
and whose souls follow after idols; for they shall have no
rest. Woe to them who werk unrighteousness and help op-
presion, and slay their neighbors until the day of the great
judgment. For He shall cast down your glory, and bring
affliction on your hearts, and shall arouse His fierce in-
dignation and destroy you all with the sword; and all the
Holy and righteous shall remember your sins” (99: 1-16}.

h. “And in those days in one place the fathers together
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with their sons shall be smitten and brothers one with an-
other shall fall in death till the streams flow with their
blood. For a man shall not withhold his hand from slaying his
sons and his sons’ sons, and the sinner shall not withhold
his hand from his honoured brother; from dawn till sunset
they shall slay one another. And the horse shall walk up
to the breast in the blood of sinners, and the chariot shall be
submerged to its height. In those days the angels shall des-
cend into the secret places and gather together into one place
all those who brought down sin, and the Most High will
arise on that day of judgment to execute great judgment
amongst sinners” (100:1-4).

1. “Sinners will alter and pervert the words of right-
eousness in many ways, and will speak wicked words, and
lie, and practice great deceits, and write books concerning
their words” (104: 10).

j. “Ancther book . . . Enoch wrote for his son Ma-
thusala and for those who will come after him, and keep the
law in the last days. Ye who have done good shall wait for
those days till an end is made of those who work evil, and
an end of the might of the transgressors. And wait ye in-
deed till sin has passed away, for their names shall be blot-
ted cut of the book of life and out of the holy books, and
their seed shall be destroyed forever, and their spirits shall
be slain, and they shall cry and make lamentation in a place
that is a chaotic wilderness, and in the fire shall they burn;
for there is no earth there” (108: 1-3).

234. Book of Jubilees (105 B.C.)

“And Enoch was the first among men that are born on
earth who learnt writing and knowledge and wisdom and
who wrote down the signs of heaven according to the order
of their months in a book, that men might know the sea-
sons of the years.

“And what was and what will be he saw in a vision of
his sleep, as it will happen to the children of men throughout
their generaticns until the day of judgment; he saw and un-
derstood everything, and wrote his testimony, and placed the
testimony on earth for all the children of men . ..
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“And he was taken from amongst the children of men,
and we conducted him into the Garden of Eden in majesty
and honour, and behold there he writes down the condem-
naticn and judgment of the world, and all the wickedness of
the children of men. And on account of it (God) brought the
waters of the flood upon all the land of Eden; for there
he was set as a sign and that he should testify against all
the children of men, that he should recount all the deeds of
the generations until the day cf condemnation.

“Enoch’s office was ordained for a testimony to the gener-
ations of the world, so that he should recount all the deeds
of generation unto generation, till the day of judgment”
(4: 17-24).

235. Book of the Secrets of Enoch (cir. 25 A.D.)

a. “It came to pass, when Enoch had told his sons, that
the angels took him on to their wings and bore him up on
to the first heaven and placed him on the clouds. And there
I looked, and again I looked higher, and saw the ether, and
they placed me on the first heaven and showed me a very
great sea, greater than the earthly sea.” (3:1-3).

b. “And I fell prone and bowed down to the Lord, and
the Lord with his lips said to me: ‘Have courage, Enoch, do
not fear, arise and stand before my face into eternity.” And
the archistratege Michael lifted me up, and led me to before
the Lord’s face. And the Lord said to his servants tempting
them: ‘Let Enoch stand before my face into eternity,” and
the glorious ones bowed down to the Lord, and said: ‘Let
Enoch go according to Thy word.” And the Lord said to
Michael: ‘Go and take Enoch from out his earthly garments,
and anoint him with my sweet ointment, and put him into
the garments of My glory.” And Michael did thus, as the Lord
told him. He anointed me, and dressed me, and the appear-
ance of that ointment is more than the great light, and his
ointment is like sweet dew, and its smell mild, shining like
the sun’s ray, and I looked at myself, and was like one of
his glorious ones. And the Lord summoned one of his arch-
angels by name Pravuil, whose knowledge was quicker in
wisdom than the other archangels, who wrote all the deeds
of the Lord; and the Lord said to Pravuil: ‘Bring out the
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books from my store-houses, and a reed of quick writing,
and give it to Enoch, and deliver to him the choice and com-
forting books out of thy hand’.” (22: 4-12).

c. ‘“When Enoch had talked to the people, the Lord sent
out darkness on to the earth, and there was darkness, and
it covered those men standing and talking with Enoch, and
they took Enoch up on to the highest heaven, where the
Lord is; and he received him and placed him before his
face, and the darkness went off from the earth, and light
came again. And the people saw and understood not how
Enoch had been taken, and glorified God, and found a roll
in which was traced: ‘the invisible God,” and all went to
their homes . . . He was taken up to heaven on the first day
of the month of Tsivan and remained in heaven sixty days.
He wrote all these signs of all creation, which the Lord
created, and wrote three hundred and sixty-six books, and
handed them over to his sons and remained on earth thirty
days, and was again taken up to heaven on the sixth day
cf the month of Tsivan ... All the sons of Enoch, made haste,
and erected an altar at the place called Achuzan, whence
and where Enoch had been taken up to heaven. And they
took sacrificial oxen and summoned all people and sacrificed
the sacrifice before the Lord’s face. All people, the elders
of the people and the whole assembly came to the feast
and brought gifts to the sons of Enoch. And they made a
great feast, rejoicing and making merry three days, prais-
ing God, who had given them such a sign through Enoch,
who had found favour with him, and that they should hand
it on to their sons from generation to generation, from age
toage” (67:1-—68:7).

236. 1V Esdras (1st Century A.D.)

a. “The Day of Judgment is decisive, and displays unto
all the seal of truth. None shall pray for another on that
Day, neither shall one lay a burden on another; for then
every one shall bear his own righteousness or unrighteous-
ness. And I anwered and said: How is it that we now find
that Elias prayed for those who recieved the rain, and for
the dead, that he might live? And he answered me and
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said: The present age is not the End; the glory of God
abides not therein continuously: therefore have the strong
prayed for the weak. But the Day of Judgment shall be the
end of this age and the beginning of the eternal age that
is to come.”

b. “Concerning the signs of the end: Behold, the days
come when the inhabitants of the earth shall be seized
with great panic, and the way of truth shall be hidden, and
the land be barren of faith. And iniquity shall be increased
above that which thou thyself now seest or that thou hast
heard of long ago. And the land that thou seest now to bear
rule shall be a pathless waste; and men shall see it for-
saken: if the Most High grant thee to live, thou shalt see
it after the third (period) in confusion. Then shall the sun
suddenly shine forth by night and the moon by day ; and blood
shall trickle forth from wood, and the stone utter its
voice: The peoples shall be in commotion, the movements
(?) (of the stars) shall change, and one whom the dwellers
upon earth do not look for shall wield sovereignty, and the
birds shall take to general flight, and the sea shall cast forth
its fish. And one whom the many do not know will make his
voice heard by night; and all shall hear his voice. And the
earth o’er wide regions shall open, and fire burst forth for
a long period: The wild beasts shall desert their haunts, and
women bear monsters. (And one-year old children shall
speak with their voices; pregnant women shall bring forth
untimely births at three or four months, and these shall
live and dance. And suddenly shall the sown places appear
unsown, and the full storehouse shall suddenly be found
empty.) Salt waters shall be found in the sweet; friends
shall attack one another suddenly. Then shall intelligence
hide itself, and wisdom withdraw to its chamber — by many
shall be sought and not found. And unrighteousness and
incontinency shall be multiplied upon the earth. One land
shall also ask another and say: Is Righteousness — that
doeth the right — passed through thee? And it shall an-
swer, No. And it shall be in that time men shall hope and
not obtain, shall labour and not prosper” (5: 1-12).

c. “Behold the days come, and it shall be, when I am
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about to draw nigh to visit the dwellers upon earth, and
when I require from the doers of iniquity (the penalty of)
their iniquity; (and when the humiliation of Sion shall be
ccmplete,) and when the Age which is about to pass away
shall be sealed then (will I show these signs)” (6: 18-20).

d. “Measure (the matter) carefully in thy mind, and
when thou seest that a certain part of the predicted signs
are past, then shalt thou understand that it is the very time
when the Most High is about to visit the world which he
has made. When in the world there shall appear quakings
of places, tumult of peoples, scheming of nations, confusion
of leaders, disquietude of princes, then shalt thou under-
stand that it is of these things the Most High has spoken
since the days that were aforetime from the beginning. For
just as with respect to all that has happened in the world
the beginning is obscure (?) but the end (issue) manifest,
so also are the times of the Most High: the beginnings are
(visible) in portents and secret signs, and the end in ef-
fects and marvels”

e. “In the last days thereof the Most High will raise
up three kings; and they shall change many things therein,
and shall exercise lordship over the earth and over the
dwellers therein with much oppression, above all those that
were before them. Therefore are they called the heads of the
eagle: for these are they that shall bring to a head his
wickedness, and consummate his last end. And whereas thou
didst see that the great head disappeared — one of them
shall die upon his bead, but yet with pain. But as for the
two who remain the sword shall devour them. For the
sword of the one shall devour him that was with him;
nevertheless this one also shall fall by the sword in the
last days. And whereas thou didst see two under-wings pass-
ing over to the head that is upon the right side; this is the
interpretation: These are they whom the Most High hath
kept for his (i.e. the eagle’s) end; and their rule shall be
short and full of uproar, as thou hast seen. And as for the
lion whom thou didst see roused from the wood and roar-
ing, and speaking to the eagle and reproving him for his
unrighteousness and all his deeds, as thou hast heard: This
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is the Messiah whom the Most High hath kept unto the
end (of the days, who shall spring from the seed of David,
and shall come and speak) unto them; he shall reprove them
for their ungodliness, rebuke them for their unrighteous-
ness, reproach them to their faces with their treacheries. For
at the first he shall set them alive for judgment; and when
he hath rebuked them he shall destroy them” (12: 23-33).

f. “These are the interpretations of the vision: Whereas
thou didst see a Man coming up from the heart of the Sea:
this is he whom the Most High is keeping many ages (and)
through whom he will deliver his creation and the same
shall order the survivors. And whereas thou didst see that
out of his mouth there came wind, and fire, and storm;
and whereas he held neither spear, nor any warlike weapon,
but destroyed the assault of that multitude which had
come to fight against him — this is the interpretation: (Be-
hold, the days come when the Most High is about to deliver
them that are upon earth. And there shall come astonish-
ment ¢f mind upon the dwellers on earth: and they shall
plan to war one against another, city against city, place
against place, people against people, and kingdom against
kingdom. And it shall be when these things shall come to
pass, and the signs shall happen which I showed thee before,
then shall my Son be revealed whom thou didst see as a
Man ascending). It shall be, when all the nations hear His
voice, every man shall leave his own land and the warfare
which they have one against another; and an innumerable
multitude shall be gathered together, as thou didst see,
desiring to come and to fight against him. But he shall stand
upon the summit of Mount Sion. (And Sion shall come and
shall be made manifest to all men, prepared and builded,
even as thou didst see the mountain cut without hands. But
he, my Son, shall reprove the nations that are come for their
ungodliness — which things (i.e., the rebukes) are like
unto a storm—; and shall reproach them to their face with
their evil thoughts and with the tortures with which they
are destined to be tortured — which are compared unto a
flame —; and then shall he destroy them without labour
by the Law which is compared unto fire” (13:25-38).
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g. “For still worse evils than those which thou hast
seen happen shall yet take place. For the weaker the world
grows through age, so much the more shall evils increase
upon the dwellers on earth. Truth shall withdraw further
off, and falsehood be right at hand: for already the Eagle
is hastening to come whom thou sawest in vision” (14:
15-17).

237. II Baruch (1st Century A.D.)

a. “God answered and said unto me: ‘Into twelve parts
is that time (end) divided, and each one of them is reserved
for that which is appointed for it . . . In the eighth part a
multitude of spectres and attacks of Shedim.. And in the
ninth part the fall of fire. And in the tenth part rapine and
much oppression. And in the eleventh part wickedness and
unchastity. And in the twelfth part confusion from the
mingling together of all those things aforesaid. For these
parts of that time are reserved, and shall be mingled one
with another and minister one to another. For some shall
leave out some of their own, and receive (in its stead) from
others, and some complete their own and that of others, so
that those may not understand who are upon the earth in
those days that this is the consummation of the times”
(27: 1-15).

b. “For that time shall arise which brings affliction;
for it shall come and pass by with quick vehemence, and it
shall be turbulent coming in the heat of indignation. And
it shall come to pass in those days that all the inhabitants
of the earth shall be moved one against another, because
they know not that My judgment has drawn nigh. For
there shall not be found many wise at that time, and the
intelligent shall be but a few; Moreover, even those who
know shall most of all be silent. And there shall be many
rumours and tidings not a few, and the doings of phantas-
mata shall be manifest, and promises not a few be recounted,
some of them shall prove idle, and some of them shall be
confirmed. And honour shall be turned into shame, and
strength humiliated into contempt, and probity destroyed,
and beauty shall become ugliness. And many shall say to
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many at that time: ‘Where hath the multitude of intelli-
gence hidden itself, and whither hath the multitude of wis-
dom removed itself ?” And whilst they are meditating these
things, then envy shall arise in those who had not thought
aught of themselves and passion shall seize him that is
peaceful, and many shall be stirred up in anger to injure
many, and they shall rouse up armies in order to shed blood,
and in the end they shall perish together with them. And it
shall come to pass at the self-same time, that a change of
times shall manifestly appear to every man, because in all
those times they polluted themeselves and they practiced
oppression, and walked every man in his own works, and re-
membered not the law of the Mighty One. Therefore a fire
shall consume their thoughts, and in flame shall the medi-
tations of their reins be tried: for the Judge shall come and
will not tarry. Because each of the inhabitants of the earth
knew when he was transgressing. But My law they knew
not by reason their pride. But many shall then assuredly
weep, Yea, over the living more than over the dead. And I
answered and said: ¢ O Adam, what hast thou done to all
those who are born from thee?” And what will be said to the
first Eve who hearkened to the serpent? For all this multi-
tude are going to corruption, nor is there any numbering
of those whom the fire devours” (48: 31-43).

¢. “Behold! the days come, and it shall be when the
time of the age has ripened, and the harvest of its evil and
good seeds has come, that the Mighty One will bring upon
the earth and its inhabitants and upon its rulers perturba-
tion of spirit and stupor of heart. And they shall hate one
another, and provoke one another to fight” (2 Bar, 70: 2-3).

d. “And when those things which were predicted have
come to pass, then shall confusion fall upon all men, and
some of them shall fall in battle, and some of them shall
perish in anguish, and some of them shall be destroyed by
their own. Then the Most High will reveal those peoples
whom He has prepared before, and they shall come and
make war with the leaders that shall then be left. And it
shall come to pass that whosoever gets safe out of the war
shall die in the earthquake, and whoscever gets safe out of
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the earthquake shall be burned by the fire, and whosoever
gets safe out of the fire shall be destroyed by famine . . .
For all the earth shall devour its inhabitants” (70: 6-10).

238. Martyrdom of Isaias (1st Century A.D.)

“The angel of lawlessness, who is the ruler of this world,
is Beliar, whose name is Matanbuchus. And he delighted in
Jerusalem because of Manasseh, and he made him strong
in apostatizing and in the lawlessness which was spread
abrcad in Jerusalem. And witchcraft and magic increased
and divination and auguration, and fornication (and adult-
ery), and the persecution of the righteous by Manassen and
(Belachira, and) Tobia the Canaanite, and John of Anathoth,
and by (Zadok) the chief of the works. And the rest of
the acts, behold they are written in the book of the Kings
cf Judah and Israel. And when Isaiah the son of Amoz saw
the lawlessness which was being perpetrated in Jerusalem
and the worship of Satan and his wantonness, he withdrew
from Jerusalem and settled in Bethlehem of Judah” (2:4b-6)

239. Testament of Abraham (1st Century A.D.)

“He that bears witness here is the teacher of heaven and
earth, and the scribe of righteousness, Enoch, for the Lord
sent him hither to write down the sins and righteousness of
each one. Abraham said, And hcw can Enoch bear the weight
of the souls, not having seen death? or how can he give sen-
tence to all the souls? Michael said, If he gives sentence
concerning the souls, it is not permitted ; but Enoch himself
does not give sentence, but it is the Lord who does so, and
he has no more to do than only to write. For Enoch prayed to
the Lord saying, I desire not, Lord, to give sentence on the
souls, lest I be grievous to anyone; and the Lord said to
Enoch, I shall command thee to write down the sins of the
soul that makes atonement and it shall enter every breath
and every creature. But the third time they shall be judged
by the Lerd God of all, and then, indeed, the end of that
judgment is near, and the sentence terrible, and there is
none to deliver”
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240. Testament of Isaias (1st Century A.D.)

“In the last times your sons will forsake singleness and
will cleave unto insatiable desires; and leaving guilelessness
will draw near to malice; and forsaking the commandments
of the Lord they will cleave unto beliar (Satan) ; and leav-
ing husbandry they will follow after their own wicked
devices” (6:1 ss).

241. Revelation of Esdras (1st Century A.D.)

“God said: ‘First I will make an earthquake for the fall
of four-footed beasts and of men; and when you see that
brother gives up brother to death, and that children shall
rise up against their parents, and that a woman forsakes
her own husband, and when nation shall rise up against
nation in war, then you will know that the end is near, For
then neither brother pities brother, nor man wife, nor chil-
dren parents, nor friends friends, nor a slave his master, for
he who is the adversary of men shall come up from Tartarus
(Hell), and shall show men many things.”

Christian Apocrapha
The books quoted here date from the second and third
centuries after Christ. None of them has any other value
than to illustrate the notions c¢f Antichrist which were
current in some Christian circles during these centuries.

242. History of Joseph

a. “I say to you, O my brethren, that they also, Enoch
and Elias, must towards the end of time return into the
world and die — in the day, namely, of commotion, of terror,
of perplexity, and affliction. For Antichrist will slay four
bodies, and will pour out their blood like water, because of
the reproach to which they shall expose him, and the ig-
nomy with which they, in their lifetime, shall brand him
when they reveal his impiety. And we said: O our Lord,
our God and Saviour, who are those four whom Thou hast
said Antichrist will cut off from the reproach they bring
upon him? The Lord answered: They are Enoch, Elias,
Schila, and Tabitha. When we heard this from our Saviour,
we rejoiced and exulted; and we offered all glory and
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thanksgiving to the Lord God, and our Saviour Jesus
Christ. He it is to whom <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>