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Question. ¢

In the light of some of the
Categorical statements in
the Bible like the followings
what attitude should a faith-
ful Christian take towards

o) B35

the guestion of treatment at
the hands of physician for 1‘

sickness:

1. My grace is suificient

unto thee
2. I can do all thing

through Christ which strength

eneth me

i) %ém”l.ﬁmeﬂ

3. If yehave faith nothing

" shall be impossible into thee

P. C- Cherian« Kottayam.
Answer,

None of these statements
constitutes a Categorical in=
jection against going fo a
Doctor: Jesus himselt said.
“They that be whole need
not a physician' but they
that are sick.”” (Mat 9:12)
This clearly means that they
that are sick need an physical

None of* us are mature in
our faith- and ‘when we go
to a doctor ‘because or dur
lack of faith in God, it issin-

rgm_m’lam 10

(Bga_j{JedJo,

Psalms 119:147 -“I prevent—
ed the dawning ofthe morn-
ing and cried: 1 hoped in
thy word” (A- V)
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‘dawn and cry for help; 1 -
hope in thy words - (R: S V)

since it does not come of
faith. Bat if we bslieve that
Cod can work ‘through the
Physician also, just as He
normally -nourishes her us
‘through food and drink even
though He can ncurish us
without physical focd -~ we
are cartainly justified in ap-
proaching the Doctor when
we or membars of our family
fo'l sick:
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Thought for the Week

Grovelnot inthingsbelow, among earthl
asures, anxieties, toils, if thou wouldst
strong hope on high- Lift up thy cares
toGod, it thouwouldst hope in Him- Th
thee is most displeasing to God. This it i
thy hope down. Strike firmly, repeated
of God, until it give way- Thy hop=
with thy thanks to God who delivereth thee

Y cares, ple-
have a gocd
with thy heart
en see what in
s which holdeth
lly. in the might
will soar at once
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of God, until it give way-

Theught for fhe Week

Grovelnot inthings below; among earthly cares
asures, anxieties, toils, if thou wouldst have a
strong hop2 on high: Lift up thy cares with thy heart
toGod, it thou wouldst hope in Him: Then see what in
thee is most displeasing toGed. This it is which holdeth
thy hope down. Strike firmly,
Thy hop=
with thy thanks to God who delivereth thee.

ple—
gocd

repeatedly. in the might
will soar at once

aymlanoey=iasme (The Sermon for the week)
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In a few months, that heading
will start to disappear from account
books in India, and the new, simpler,
accounting by rupees and naya paisa
will begin., The change will no doubt
be greeted with mixed feelings-some
will mourn the passing of an imme-
morial system, which has an indivi=
duality of its own, in favour of a more
rational, but less distinctive currency;
others will hail it as a further step
forward in the process of making
life easier and less complicated, and
a8 bringing heaven one stage nearer
to earth. And, no doubt, already
there are people p'anning how they
can make a profit on the change over,
and others looking forward with some
apprehension to the unknown, and
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wondering how much they are going
Wwilose by it.

Unchangng Principles

But whatesen be the units of
currency employed ma country’ there
are certain moral prnciples involved
in the use of money, and W\ is of
those that we wish to write here;
they are applicable to dollars and
rupees, pounds and roubles annas
and naya paisa alike.

The possession of money gives
a certain power to its holder; with it;
he can buy what is necessary for his
family and himself, he can pay others
to work for him, and can give gifts
to people whom he desires to help
or, to whom he desires to shew
his friendship. But money can also
be used for wrong purooses, for
bringing others to shew him favour,
for buying all sorts of luxuries far
beyond what is reasonable, or for
rfnging about the downfall of the
others

The fundamental principle. on
which all else depends; is that money,
like any other form of property, is
a trust from God, and men and
women are not ultimately the posss
essors of that money, but only stew=
ards for the true owper God. And,
as St Paul says (I Corinthians 4.2),
it is required in stewards that a

" man *be found faithful. How then

are we to seek to be faitfhul in our
dealing with God's money?

Prompt Payment

How often do we hear of cases
where a debtor, though perfectly
well able to pay his debt, and not
disputing it in any way, yet delays
his payment over and over again,
taking advantage, it may be, of the
inferior social status of his creditor,
and presuming on his unwillingness
to go tolaw over the matter. If there
is a genuine dispute about the amo-
unt of the debt, or ifs after incurring
it the debtor through on fault of
his own, finds himself unable to pay
it (eg. if his house has been burnt
down with all his valuables inside it)s
then there is nothing dishonest ina
reasonable delay in making payment
but when it is sheer reluctance to
part with money, it is something that
is strongly condemned by God.
Behold, writes St James (6.4), the
hire of the labourers who mowed
your fields, which is of you kept
back by fraud, crieth out; and
the eriesof them that reaped have
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enfered into the ears of the&'Lord
of Hosis.

It is not only«aélay in the pay-
ment of wagesfthat is wicked, but
in  the .payment of other debts
as well, particularly when the cred-
stor 35 a poorer man tham the debtor.
And it is not merely a matter bet-
ween two men, but God also is int-
erested, and sees how we .treat our
neighbours, and so how we deserve
to be treated ourselves.
Trustees

Christian law says that any
money given in deposit can only ba
used for the purposes for which it
s givens If a man deposits money
with a bank, the bank is entitled to
use the money in the ordinary course
of its business, and make a profit by
its use, provided that it pays back
the amount when it is duer But
often money is depesited with a per-
son &8s o trustee for a particular
purpose, even though that exact word
may not always be used. Then that
money may be used only for that
purpose, and any other use of it is
a breach of trusts

It often happens that people
collect money for some charitable
purpose; if that money is in their
possession it is very wrong for them
to use it for their own purposes,
even if they fully intend to pay it
back. And, of curse, for the treasurer
of any organization to retain any
of that organization's funds in his
own possession or control after he has
ceased to be treasurer is quite wrong,
and dishonest (though not quite so
dishonest as spending the money for
himself and not being able to pay it
back). i

The English law relating to
Trustees lays down very clearly how
careful they are to be in their deal=
ings with trust property, and if by
their negligence any loss occurs,
they are to make that loss good at
their. own expense- Suppose a man
is given a sum of money on trust
to investit in Government stockand
to pay the interest to some other
person: If instead of investing it,
he uses the money for gambling, and
loses it he must make good the loses;
that is obvious enough. But if he
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wins, {4t only the capital sum and
the mtefst which would have been
earned’ #f it had been properly inve |
ested, but the winnings of the gam-
bling also are to be paid over to the
benefit of the trust: The money did
not belong absolutely to the trustee,
apc_l he only held it on certain con-
ditions; so it is not right for him to
make any private profit out of the
trus_t money. This exXpresses the true

hristianserinciple- A
Characte

) The way in which a man deals  *
with money, whether his own or other:
peoples, . reliable index of his &
character.”" |eésus Christ said, “Ye- |
cannot serve God and, mammon’
(Luke16.18) mammon is an Aramaic
word meaning ‘wealth is to be our
mAaster or our servent; if the latters
then it can be a great help to us in
our service of God and our neigh-- |
bour. But if we let it become gur 3
master, seeking always how we malil :
Increase our wealth, seeking alway<ily
how we may use our wealth for oup Wi
own selfish purposes, then it wily Y
effectively kill our service. of @od-‘l-’ 1
To take reasonable care of '

noney,

and to work for a livigg i htand @
proper; if most pecpld neg that,
then they-are guilty of mot'UMng thes »

gifts that God has given them.

_ If we use the wealth that Go
has given us whether it be little of* |
much, for His glory and the benefi '
of our fellowmen, then we may hope ®
to her His voice, ‘' Well done. good *
and fajthful over a few things, I W
will sof thee over many things;
enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord” (Matthew 25.21) Religion

1S not purely a thing of the spirits |
but of the whole life, and not least |
should we see that it governs our
finances, (The Epiphanyl
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